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er the past three years, unusually 
for somewhere so far south of the 
border, we have held some very 
successful Burn’s Night celebrations. 
A great deal of thanks must go to 
Robbie Henderson whose knowledge 
and organisational skills enabled us to 
put on an authentic evening with 
Pipes, Speeches, Dancing and Singing 
with of course the all important 
Scottish Bill o’ fare including genuine 
Scottish Haggis.  
 
For those of you who enjoyed these 
events, but also for those of you who 
were only able to read about them in 
the Millers Tale it will be clear that 
these evenings were very popular and 
well attended. Whilst there may still 
be enthusiasm for a further Burn’s 
Night maybe the time has come to 
consider an alternative celebration.  
 
The proposal is to have another type of 
themed evening possibly tied to a 
national celebration, such as St Patrick 
Day with Irish Stew, Guinness, Irish 
Dancing and Music? Or maybe 
something less specific such as a 
French evening with wines, cheeses, 
pâté and French entertainment. 
Another proposal might be an 
American themed night with 
American Supper (everyone brings 
along a dish to share), Barn Dancing, 
etc. 
 
Whatever the theme the emphasis 
would be on fun, and judging by the 
enthusiastic tartan wearing that has 
been the hallmark of the Burn’s Nights 
I feel we can rely on the North Millers 
Dale residents to enter into the spirit of 
the event with berets, stetsons or 
shillelaghs. 
 
If you like the idea of one of these 
themed nights or have an even better 

idea please let us know. As with the Burn’s 
Night we would be planning to have this 
event early in the New Year but would need 
some feedback now to give us an idea of 
numbers. Clearly, organising an evening like 
this requires a lot of planning and hard work, 
particularly on the night when a small band 
of (almost always the same) volunteers try to 
balance getting food to the tables hot and on 
time with joining in and enjoying the evening 
themselves.  
 
If anyone on Millers Dale can claim to be an 
expert or maybe just coming from one of the 
suggested countries and would like to offer 
advice on how we can make the evening as 
authentic as possible we would love to hear 
from you. The committee will be having a 

O 

the committee chairman Richard Mollon on 
80265362. 
 
To date the Community Association has been 
a success but we can’t afford to stand still. 
There is always the need to evolve to take on 
board new ideas and challenges. But most 
importantly the justification for a community 
association is that it should always be driven 
by input from the 
community it 
represents. 
Obviously it is up 
to us to listen to 
the com
and to try to 
provide the sort of 
activities that 
people want.  
 
The Millers Tale 
newsletter wil

munity 

l be 
oming of age c

with our next 

issue after this. The January 2004 
edition will be number 21, amazingly 
we have now been running since 1997. 
Looking back over all those 
newsletters we have made changes in 
both style and content and as one of 
the editors I would like to see that 
development continue. I think both the 
committee and the newsletter would 
benefit from new blood to drive the 
future evolution. Maybe there are 
some media students out there who 
might like to get involved with the 
Millers Tale (co-editor looks good on 
a cv!). Apart from the printed 
newsletter we also run the website 
www.nmdca.org.uk.  
 
I’m sure you may feel you are not 
adequately represented as a group and 
this would be your chance for some 
input.  Often youths in their late teens 
are portrayed as presenting a problem 
to the community so why not take this 
opportunity to redress the balance? If 
you would like to help with the 
newsletter and get across some of 
your ideas contact me on 80268562, 
you will be very welcome.

meeting nearer 
the time to 
discuss progress 
so please submit 
any ideas, 
advice, contacts 
for dancing or 
music or offers 
of help either to 
the editors of the 
newsletter or to 

http://www.nmdca.org.uk/
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  board        
 
 
 

what’s on at the 
community hall? 

Mon:  Yellow Dot 8.10am-5.30pm 
 Rainbows 4.30pm-5.30pm 
 Ballet 6.00pm-7.00pm 
 Aerobics 8.00pm-9.00pm 
 

Tue: Yellow Dot 8.10am-5.30pm 
 Brownies 6.00pm-7.30pm 
 

Wed: Yellow Dot 8.10am-5.30pm 
 Brownies 6.00pm-7.30pm 
 

Thu: Yellow Dot 8.10am-5.30pm 
 Yoga 7.00pm-8.30pm 
 

Fri: Yellow Dot 8.10am-5.30pm 
 
 
 HALL BOOKINGS: 
Contact: Mrs Linda Mandley 
C/o Eastleigh Baptist Church 
Wells Place, Eastleigh, SO5 5LJ 

 023 80 613210 
between 9.30am-4.30pm weekdays, 
answer-phone at all other times. 
 
Community Hall Keyholder 
Doreen Lewry 

 023 80 268562
 
 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter team 
 
Phil Heller 
Charles Lewry: editors 
 
Contacts: 
 Articles:  023 80265407 
 Advertising:  023 80268562 
 
E-mail  editor@nmdca.org.uk
Website  www.nmdca.org.uk
 

Or drop articles into: 
 

8 Weavers Place or 
10 Ashbridge Rise 
North Millers Dale 

 
 
 

                                     Well, what a great 
summer it was this year,  

and particularly on the day chosen for 
the Jazz on the Green event.  An opportunity to 
cool off in the stocks courtesy of the local Fire 
Brigade may not have been the punishing experience 
it was intended to be for the recipients! 
 
On the 17th Sept there was a meeting in the 
Hall with our local Police Force to discuss in 
particular anti-social behaviour in our area. 
There is a short report later in case you were 
unable to attend 
 
On the 26th Sept Pauline Blair is holding a 
coffee morning in aid of the Macmillan Cancer 
Relief fund. On 19th Oct is the grand opening 
of the Chandlers Ford Station with Charlie 
Dimmock and a steam train. Browse through 
the newsletter for more details.  
 
Dates yet to be confirmed are the Annual Wine 
Tasting Evening, Quiz Night and London 
Christmas Shopping Coach Trip. We will be 
distributing flyers for these events once they are 
firmed up.  
 
All in all a busy autumn schedule, however if 
there are other things you would like to happen 
please get in touch to offer your suggestions. 
 
You may remember that some while back there 
was a campaign to launch a ‘walk to school 
bus’ from Millers Dale to Hiltingbury School. 
This scheme was started but ultimately 
floundered because of the Hursley Road 
crossing. Finance was offered to supply a 
lollypop lady but the absence of an applicant to 
replace Liz Stainthorpe was not able to solve 
the long-term problem.  
 
On 17th September the Government announced 
an initiative to reduce the school car runs and 
encourage walking, cycling or use of buses. A 
figure of £50M has been allocated for this. If 
only some of this money had been available at 
the time to provide a sustainable crossing such 
as a Zebra or Pelican then maybe our ‘walk to 
school bus’ would still be a viable alternative to 
the congestion on Hiltingbury Road. There is 
planned to be a pedestrian phase added to the 
Hursley/Hiltingbury traffic lights in the 
autumn, but this route is less pleasant and 
healthy than the walk along Pine Road and 
through the Rec’.    

Useful Numbers 
 
Instead of thumbing through the Telephone 
Directory or Yellow pages to find that 
important number, look no further then the 
Millers Tale. If you have any suggestions for a 
useful number that is not included please 
contact us  
 
Editor Millers Tale  Phil  023 8026 5407 
Editor Millers Tale Charles  023 8026 8562  
 
Emergencies  
 
Electricity   0345 708600 
Gas ( escapes)  0800 111999 
Police ( non urgent )  0845 045 45 45  
Southern Water   01961 714585 
 
Schools  
 
Hiltingbury Infant School 023 8026 5414 
Hiltingbury Junior School 023 8026 1808 
Knightwood Primary  023 8026 1900 
Merdon County Junior School 023 8026 5255 
Thornden Secondary School 023 8026 9722 
Toynbee Secondary School 023 8026 9026 
 
Post Office 
 
4 Ashdown Road 023 8025 2791 
 
Local Services 
 
Chandlers Ford Library  023 8026 7393 
Eastleigh Library  023 8061 4646 
Eastleigh Tourist Information  023 8064 1261 
Eastleigh Borough Council  023 8068 8000 
Solent Blue line Buses  023 8033 6235 
Southampton Int Airport  023 8062 0021 
Red Funnel Ships   023 8033 3042 
Railway Enquiries  0845 748 4950 
 
Medical Services  
 
Millers Dale Surgery 023 8026 2488 
Park Surgery, Hursley Road 023 8026 7355 
Boyatt Wood Surgery 023 8047 2126 
Fryern Surgery 023 8027 3252 
Eastleigh Heath Centre  023 8061 2032 
Brownhill Surgery 023 8025 2188 
Southampton General Hospital 023 8077 7222 
Winchester Hospital  01962 863535
  
 
Dentists  
 
P R Dodd 
157 Hursley Road 023 8026 7141 
M Mansourian  
67 Bournemouth Rd 023 8026 7889 
Clover Dental Practice  
Fleming Rd, N Baddesley 023 8073 8787 
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The Community Association’s AGM in the Millers Dale Centre was attended by a
 relatively small audience, which included Colin Davidovitz from Eastleigh Council. 

 
       The  meeting  heard  a  report  from  the  outgoing  Chairman,  Malcolm Stainthorpe 
that detailed the events and activities of the past year. These included the Burns Night Supper 
which was again a success, the third time the Association had run this event, the Wine tasting, 
which was not as well attended as we would have liked, and the latest in a long running series 
of quiz evenings that continue to be popular and well supported. 
 
The newest venture for the Community association was a coach trip to London, with an 
optional trip to the London Eye. Some people went to the Eye and some just made use of the 
coach, together allowing us to fill the seats. The Association hopes to repeat the idea of 
running coach trips, but it does depend on the level of support received. 
 
Support is the single factor which will determine the success or failure of the NMDCA over 
the coming years. After some years serving the committee, Debbie Smith stood down during 
the year, and Brian Sparkes also stepped down from the Association. This leaves us two short 
from last year, when we were hoping to attract new people to the Association, rather than lose 
them. 
 
New people mean new ideas, new events, and new energy for us to try out different social 
activities for the people of North Millers Dale. We have a hard core of folk who still act in the 
interests of the Community, but they are finding they have to spread themselves over more 
activities, and therefore the number of events and initiatives we can offer suffers due partly to 
a lack of numbers and time to organise them properly.  
 
With careful management of finances, the Association continues to have a healthy bank 
balance, so we do not lack finance to put on successful events, we just need some more 
people to assist in organising or participating in events. 
 

IMPORTANT MEETING REPORT  
THE NMD COMMUNITY HALL 
TO DISCUSS ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

 IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 
BECOMING PART OF THE NMDCA 
COMMITTEE, PLEASE DO NOT FEEL 
INHIBITED OR FEEL YOU WILL BE 
REJECTED, WE WILL BE PLEASED 
TO HEAR FROM YOU  
 
At the end of the meeting, one resident 
expressed concern about the level of 
vandalism and the steady increase in 
antisocial behaviour, which is becoming 
prevalent on the estate. (See elsewhere in 
the Millers Tale.) Importantly this resident 
felt the NMDCA was an avenue he could 
turn to and voice his concern publicly on 
this issue. The NMDCA has in the past, 
highlighted issues such as the Lollipop 
patrol and speeding on the estate, as well 
as supporting Eastleigh Council in their 
efforts to improve some of the woodland 
areas. We will continue to act as a 
sounding board and a means for you to 
voice your concerns to maintain North 
Millers Dale as a nice place to live.  
 

A
G

M
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Letters To The Editor
 
Dear Editor,
    I would like to ask 
Hampshire Constabulary why they 
never operate a speed check on 
North Millers Dale Road. They 
are often, rightly, to be seen 
along Hursley Road, but never 
along North Millers Dale Road, 
where some sections of the 
community travel at frightening 
speeds round blind bends and 
past blind road/drive exits.
Yours Faithfully,
Jim Blacklock
 
Dear Editor,
    Re the article on the new 
train service in the June issue 
of The Miller's Tale. Whilst a 
welcome addition to our 
transport system I feel there 
are some glaring inadequacies in 
the new service.
  
1. Limited parking facilities at 
the station. Whilst it may be a 
pleasant one off walk from North 
Millers Dale to the station, 
it's somewhat different doing it 
on a daily basis particularly in 
the rain in the winter. Even 
with adequate parking we would 
still have traffic flowing from 
the westerly parts of our region 
along Hursley Road to the 
station.
  
2. Although the timetable may be 
suitable for connections to 
Waterloo it is most inconvenient 
for those starting a normal 
working day in Southampton. 
Catering for the Southampton 
working population in Chandlers 
Ford would surely have a 
beneficial effect on road usage.
 3. Although there is a circular 
bus run through South Millers 
Dale, the bus service from North 
Millers Dale and the westerly 
regions of Chandlers Ford & 
Knightwood is unchanged and 
therefore not helpful in getting 
people from these areas to use 
the train.
  
I have sent a proposal to 
Councillor Davidovitz suggesting 
a "halt" at the North Baddesley 
bridge. Councillor Davidovitz 
has responded, saying he thought 
it was a good idea and that he 
would take it to the Council. So 
far I've heard nothing further.
  
Yours Faithfully,
Jim Blacklock   
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Following comments raised at the AGM regarding incidents of anti-social behaviour in our area, it was felt that it might be useful to have a meeting 
with our local police to discuss what could be done to curb these incidents. The Police are keen to work with local communities on these issues and a 
meeting was set up in the North Millers Dale Community Hall on Wednesday 17th September at 8pm. 
 
This was an extremely well attended gathering reflecting what must be a serious concern in our neighbourhood. Representatives from the Police were 
Inspector Karen Scipio and our local beat officer PC Nick Boyd. From the council were Colin Davidovitz, Doreen Welfare and Pam Holden Brown. 
 
Some people have voiced concerns about youngsters drinking in the woods, their behaviour and offensive language when they return in the early 
hours of the morning. Related to this seems to be the loss of milk bottles from doorsteps, graffiti and damage to cars, walls and gardens. The Police 
are eager to get a clearer idea of the level of these problems so it is important that these incidents are reported. In the event of an incident in progress 
call 999. To report the result of anti-social behaviour leave a message for Eastleigh Police Station on 0845 045 4545. Last year Valley Park had a 
similar problem that was dealt with as a result of numerous phone calls reporting incidents. If the Police don’t know there is a problem they can’t react 
to it.   
 
The Police are proposing to draw up a plan for the Millers Dale area that we intend to publish in our next newsletter. They are drawing together a 
working party comprising the Police, Council and Youth representatives and local resident volunteers who offered their support at the meeting. It was 
suggested that some representatives from our local young people are also included.   

TO REPORT INCIDENTS EITHER RING 999 OR 0845 045 4545 

 



 
 

N o r t h  M i
 

l l e r s  D a l e  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  N e w s l e t t e r     S e p t  2 0 0 3  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

A huge crowd gathered on the green  

Jazz on the Green for a Lazy Sunday Afternoon 

IT’S GREAT WEATHER 
AND A GREAT DAY 
OUT ON THE GREEN 

Cooling off on a hot day thanks to the Fire Brigade 

By Richard Mollon 
July 13th was an 
exceptionally hot Sunday 
during an exceptional 
summer. The Hiltonbury 
Farmhouse was the venue 
for “Jazz on the Green” with 
the New Gateway Jazz Band 
providing the music. The 
event was extremely well 
attended with many NMD 
residents attracted to it. 
Several pub regulars from 
outside also came to the 
event judging by the number 
of cars parked on North 
Millers Dale. The 
bandleader, Keith Samuel, 
said his colleagues were 

very pleased to be playing at a 
local venue because most of 
the time they play anywhere 
other than close to home. But 
as part of the Eastleigh Arts 
Festival they were also 
performing at Thornden 
School and the Concorde 
Club. 
 
Things went pretty much as 
described in the June 
newsletter with a spectacular 

hog roast and a 
selection of stalls 
ranging from 
golf putting, the 
stocks complete 
with wet sponges 
and a guest 
appearance of 
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Lynne Sinker, Landlady of the Farmhouse drawing the raffle numbers 

The hog roast proved to be a popular attraction and a great way to fill up at lunchtime 

Many thanks to: 
Asda for the  

Mountain Bike  

and to  

Waitrose 

Rawlings Opticians 

B.K.G. Haulage Ltd. 

And for the other 
Raffle Prizes from 

The Pine Collection 

Number 16 

Pauls Pattiserie 

Photo Flash 

The Arcade Bookshop 

Tan City 

A.J.Hoskins 

Curtis Bros. 

The Precinct Gift Shop 

Knight Style 

Deanes 

Cornucopia 

Adies Florist 

and The Flower Shop 

the fire brigade, to the kitten and cat 
rescue centre. The raffle was very 
popular, possibly because there were 
some great prizes with a mountain bike 
as first prize. Other stalls included soft 
toys, cakes, tombola, frogs in the pool, a 
football draw, face painting, bric-a-brac, 
cream teas and sweets, and a book and 
video stall. 
 
Half of the profits made are to be donated 
to the Macmillan Nurses charity and it is 
hoped to be able to make a presentation 

one evening with representatives of the 
charity attending. 
 
It is only fair to mention that this event 
was a great success because we joined 
forces with the landlady of the 
Hiltonbury Farmhouse pub. Lynne 
worked hard to get a lot of the 
organisational side of things sorted out 
and pulling together the excellent range 
of raffle prizes. In terms of attendance 
this was the most popular event that we 
have put on to date and may prove to be 
a hard act to follow. 
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 Kids Corner

 
 
 

 
Best ever Thorden GCSE exam results Summer 2003 

 
Some years ago a work colleague told me that one of the best 

things about living in Chandlers Ford were the schools. If you 
have children of your own, or if you are a student who took GCSE 
exams this year you may be aware that Thornden School recorded 

its best ever results!  
The national average results were slightly better for those 

students awarded 5 or more grades A* to C. This was up from 
57.9% to 58.1%. But Thornden came in with 88% of entries 

achieving the same benchmark, and were by the way, some of the 
best results in Hampshire. This was despite the fire that 

devastated the school buildings last November. Well done the 
students and well done to the staff at Thornden! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

WHICH SPORT DO YOU 
CONNECT WITH EACH OF 

THE PICTURES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHEN YOU’VE FINISHED 
THE GREY VERTICAL 
LINE WILL SPELL MY 

FAVOURITE SPORT 
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On Sunday 19th October the station buildings 
and the passenger bridge should be completed 
and at 11 o’clock the official opening ceremony 
will take place. To celebrate this event and to 
make it rather special the Watercress Line is 
laying on a steam trip in conjunction with 
Hampshire County Council. Locomotive no. 
34016, shown above, will make the journey 
from Alton arriving at Chandlers Ford at 1045. 
In order to get to Chandlers Ford Station it will 
go via Aldershot, Guildford, Reading, 
Basingstoke, Andover, Laverstock Junction and 
Romsey. They will then run two shuttles 
between Eastleigh and Salisbury. The return 
journey is to be via Eastleigh, Fareham, Havant 
and Guildford before arriving at Alton and the 
Watercress Line. It will be possible to buy 
tickets for the shuttle journeys on the day but 

for anyone wanting to do the 
full journey from Alton 
tickets should be ordered in 
advance. For details of 
tickets and timetables 
contact:  
The Watercress Line,  
The Railway Station, 
Alresford, 
Hampshire,   
England, SO24 9JG  
Tel No:   01962 733810  
Fax No:  01962 735448  
e-mail: 

reservations@watercressline.co.uk.  
Whether or not you decide to take a trip on 
the train the sight of steam coming back to 
Chandlers Ford will make a marvellous 
photo opportunity.  
 
In addition to the attraction of the steam train 
there will be a celebrity appearance of the 
BBCs gardening guru Charlie Dimmock who 
will perform the opening ceremony.  

On a recent visit to the site the tarmac 
surface was being laid in front of the 
building, making access to the 
platform a little difficult. The 
footbridge across from Hursley Road 
appeared to be almost complete. I 
assume the total mesh covering of the 
bridge is an anti-vandalism measure 
rather than an attempt to protect 
passengers from the elements. There is 
now a canopy over one section of the 
platform offering some shelter from 
the rain until the station building is 
complete and open. 
 

Following passenger pressure the price 
structure for local journeys was 
reduced producing cheap day returns 
(from 0930) to Eastleigh - £2.50, 
Southampton and Southampton 
Parkway - £2.80 and Romsey - £3.20. 
However there is to be a new timetable 
introduced from 28th September that 
will be available to view from 12th 
September and further fare reductions 
are proposed.  This is also intended to 
help with connections to other services.  

 

mailto:reservations@watercressline.co.uk
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The Hiltonbury Farmhouse 
Christmas Meals 

Served from Monday 1st December  
to Wednesday (Lunch) 24th December 

Bookings 
 

2 – Course Christmas Lunch  £7-95 
 

 Roast Norfolk Turkey and all the Trimmings 
 Steak and Guinness Pie  

 Fillet of Plaice with Lemon Juice and Black Pepper 
 Chicken Breast with Creamy Curry Sauce 

 Lemon Thyme and Asparagus Risotto 
  

 Seasonal Vegetables 
 

 Christmas Pud with Homemade Brandy Sauce 
 Chocolate Nut Sundæ 

 Homemade Toffee Apple Crumble 
 Lemon Sorbet 

 Banoffee Cream Gateau 
 
 

3 – Course Christmas Evening Meal  £14-95 
 

 Pâté and Homemade Apple Chutney 
 Hot Prawn Cocktail with Filo Tiger Prawns  

and Marie Rose Dip 
 Homemade Winter Vegetable Soup 

 Crispy Coated Brie on a Pool of Cranberry Sauce 
 Potato Wedges and Onion Rings with a Sweet Chilli Dip 

 
 Roast Norfolk Turkey and all the Trimmings 
 Rump Steak Topped with Stilton and Bacon 

 Steak and Guinness Pie 
 Fillet of Plaice in a White Wine and Prawn Sauce 

 Chicken Breast wrapped in Ham  
          with a Cheese and Garlic Sauce 

  
 Seasonal Vegetables 

 
 Christmas Pud with Homemade Brandy Sauce 

 ‘Rumtoft’ Seasonal Soft Fruits marinated in Rum and 
served with Vanilla Ice Cream 

 Cheese Platter with Biscuits and Celery 
 ‘Choc Dream’ Meringue Nest with Rich Choc Ice Cream, 

Cream, Choc Sauce, Sprinkles and Wafers 
 Banoffee Cream Gateau 

 Lemon Sorbet 
 

 Wine from £8.95 a Bottle 
 

 Vegetarian Options, Coffee and Tea available on request 
 

Tel: 023 80 269974 
www.ilykepubs.co.uk/farmhouse

 
 

Friday, September 26th is another important date in the 
diary of Macmillan Cancer Relief. It is the World’ s 
biggest Coffee Morning. Last year, thanks to so many of 
you in Millers Dale lending your support in money and 
kind, we raised the grand sum of £1,010. So, this year we 
plan to have another morning/after-noon party. It will start 
at 10.30 with coffee  and  biscuits,  and  go  on  to  a  
Ploughmans’ Lunch. (We will not be having the afternoon 
teas and suppers as it was such hard work to 
keep the day running 
smoothly) A very  
warm welcome is  
extended to you  
all. Please come  
and support a  
very worthwhile  
cause —most of us  
have had first hand  
experience of the wonderful  
work that the Macmillan  
nurses do to help cancer  
patients and their  
families through such  
difficult times and this is  
a chance to show our appreciation. Don’t forget 26th 
September 2003. 
 
 
 
Pauline Blair  
02380 263647 
13 Rosemoor Grove NMD 
 

Printed at the  Chandlers Ford 

 

http://www.ilykepubs.co.uk/farmhouse

