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I suspect that our politicians would 

use the excuse of ‘austerity’ for the 
lamentable state of our roads and I 
imagine we are all expected to ‘grin 
and bear it’. But, I believe,  the 
condition of the road at the Baddesley 
Road end of North Miller’s Dale has 
become potentially dangerous. Not 
wishing to have to report an accident 
involving a cyclist or in fact be 

involved in an accident myself I 
decided to use the Hampshire County 
Council website to report the 
offending damage and potholes. 
https://roadenquiries.hants.gov.uk/roa
dproblems/highwaydefect/pothole.asp
x  
 

GETTING RUTTED OFF WITH 

THE POTHOLES?  
I registered the potholes on the 28th 

March.  It’s a relatively easy process to 
fill in the details on the site and I 
wondered whether anyone else may 
have done the same thing. There is a 
map on the site which tells you the 
status of the reported pothole with a flag 
which has an exclamation mark which 
changes to a tick once the problem has 
been dealt with. 

 
Being a cyclist, the particular hole I was 
most concerned about was the one 
which actually obliterates the arrow 
pointing onto the start of the pavement 
section of the cycle path. This is in such 
a position that any cyclist is obliged to 
traverse the hole to get onto the cycle 

path. I received a standard email reply 

back from the council about 20 
minutes after I lodged the 
report. On going back to the site 
I could see on a map that my 
report had been noted but also 
that there were several others 
around the North Miller’s Dale 

area but no others on the estate 
itself.  
 
A walk around revealed more 

holes in the tarmac all around the main 
road but none quite as bad as the selection 
I pointed out to the HCC. Maybe if they sort 
out the potholes at the bottom end of the 
North Miller’s Dale road they may do the 
rest of the road at the same time?  

 

As there appeared to be no progress on a 
repair I resubmitted a report to the 
Hantsweb on 12th April and also wrote to 
our District and County Councillor Judith 
Gradjeski. To be fair I did get a very 
prompt but unfortunately not particularly 

encouraging reply  
 
“Thank you for your email. I, too, reported 
this area of potholes some weeks ago. The 
job is progressing i.e. it is in the system for 
repair. There has been a delay to some 
repairs due to the severe weather and 
snowfall earlier this year. The staff who 
carry out the repairs are the same people 

who were operating the 24-hour gritting 
schedules. Further, the snow and freezing 
tempertures have caused many new 
potholes to suddenly appear and staff have 
been busy making safe the dangerous 
large potholes on Hampshire's 5,300 miles 
of roads. This has meant some slippage of 
planned works. I try to keep an eye 

reported problems and do follow up with 
HCC if the work seems to be taking too 
long to complete.If I may be of further 
assistance, do please get in touch. Yours 
sincerely, 
Judith G..” 
 
I had been hoping that this story was to 

By David Gibbard 
When I tagged on to the NMDCA 
walking group recently, the editor, 
who obviously has a better 
memory than mine of late, 
reminded me of an article about 
the woodturning which I do at my 
home in Balmoral Close. The 
article was written for the 
newsletter in February 2005. 
Doesn’t time fly?  
 
Well, I’m still turning after all this 
time (could be a song there?) and 
still listening for the sound of a 
chain saw on the estate which 
might signal some free wood going 
to waste.  

 
I was supplying Rums Eg gallery in 
Romsey which sadly is now in the 
process of closing. Despite generous 
community support and a promising 
start the Gallery had been struggling 
for some time. The prolonged 
closure of Bell Street for road works 
was the final straw and the gallery 
closed whilst they could still pay 
creditors. 
  
I have a new trial outlet for my work 
at Mottisfont to see whether my 
individual items will suit the new 

I’M STILL TURNING 

have a happy ending and that I 
would be able to testify to the 

proactive power of reporting 
issues to get things done. The 
reality is that the council have 
allowed the roads to get into 
such a state across the county 
that they are unable to keep up. 
I’m sure the potholes will get 
dealt in due course but not 
before lots more claims for 

damaged wheels, tyres and 
suspension have to be 
addressed.   
 
 
 
 
 

Vase with Finial 

Laburnum              Lid                         Oak 

shop there. Then, there are the 
events from time to time at 
Christine’s Art House in 
Romsey. If you haven’t been to 
one of these you are missing a 
lovely quirky venue for 

displaying arts and crafts of all sorts. The 
next one is during Hampshire Open 
Studios in August. Do look out for it. 
 
If you like wood and want to talk to me 
about a unique item for yourself or a gift 
for someone else, I’d be pleased to hear 
from you. Phone or text 07842 325 810. 
 
If you’d like to see what woodturning is all 
about and would like to give it a try, visit 
the Hampshire Woodturners Association 
website. We meet every month in 
Eastleigh and I’m currently the Chairman. 
 

https://hants-woodturners-hwa.co.uk/ 
 

  

Would you like to 
advertise your 

business or service in 
the Miller’s Tale? 

 
An advert this size 
would only cost £12. 
For other sizes, shapes 
and prices contact 

editor@nmdca.org.uk. 
Distributed to 400 
houses on North 
Miller’s Dale 
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the Information 
  board        

 
 
 
To hire the North Millers 
Dale Community Hall  
 
Contact via email to:-  
Email 
natalie@yellowdotnursery.co.uk  

CC to 

editor@nmdca.org.uk  
 
or  
Phone 02380 260394 
weekdays between 0800 
and 1800  
 

Community Hall Keyholder  
 
Doreen Lewry  

 023 80 268562 
 
 
 
 

 

Useful Numbers 
 
Instead of thumbing through the Telephone 

Directory or Yellow pages to find that important 

number, look no further than the Miller’s Tale. 

If you have any suggestions for a useful numbe r 

that is not included please contact us  

Editor Millers Tale Charles  023 8026 8562  

  Gillian 07917 858 752 

Emergencies  

Electricity (Power Cuts)  0800 072 7282  

Gas ( escapes)   0800 111999  

Police ( non urgent )  101  

Southern Water   0330 303 0368  

 

Schools  

Hiltingbury Infant School  023 8026 5414  

Hiltingbury Junior School  023 8026 1808  

Knightwood Primary  023 8026 1900  

Merdon County Junior School  023 8026 5255  

Thornden Secondary School  023 8026 9722  

Toynbee Secondary School  023 8026 9026  

 

Post Office  

4 Ashdown Road   0345 722 3344  

 

Local Services  

Chandlers Ford Library  0300 555 1387  

Eastleigh Tourist Information 023 8026 5500  

Eastleigh Borough Council  023 8068 8000  

Blue Star Buses   01202 338 421 

Zelabus   02380 644 715  

Southampton Int Airport  0844 481 7777  

Red Funnel Ships   023 8001 9192  

Railway Enquiries   0871 244 1545  

 

Medical Services  

Park Surgery, Hursley Road  023 8025 2131  

St Francis Surgery, Valley Park  023 8025 2131  

Boyatt Wood Surgery  023 8061 2051  

Fryern Surgery   023 8027 3252  

Eastleigh Health Centre  023 8061 2032  

Southampton General Hospital  023 8077 7222  

Winchester Hospital  01962 86 3535  

 

Dentists  

Hursley Road Dental Practice  

157 Hursley Road   023 8026 7141  

Vital Dental Care  

67 Bournemouth Rd  023 8026 7889 

   

 

By the Editor 

We’re nearly half way  

through the year and  

what a busy year it has been so far. 

 

Having polled the community to see what 

sort of things you would like to see in North 

Miller’s Dale we have responded to popular 

demand and organised some successful 

events. We have had three well attended 

walks around the locality. We had a very 

enthusiastically supported Quiz in the Hall 

and established a thriving book club hosted 

in the members houses. There is a cheese 

and wine event due on the 9th June. 

 

Our survey also showed that there are many 

more older people on the estate probably 

with more time on their hands and in some 

cases no longer sharing their life with 

partners. We are hoping that some of our 

new initiatives are providing opportunities for 

community involvement and companionship, 

and that people will look forward to taking 

part in our regular events.   

 

We have been getting some very positive 

feedback about the relaunched Miller’s Tale 

newsletter and we hope you are enjoying 

reading it and finding some useful and 

interesting articles. Of course, it is your 

newsletter and we would be really happy to 

receive your contributions to share with our 

community.  

 

We are pleased to see the revival of the 

‘letters to the editor’ section and look forward 

to receiving more of your letters for future 

editions.  It is also good to see that several of 

our residents have already contributed, in 

this issue, to the articles we have published. 

Our next issue should be due out around 

August time so if you have anything (skills, 

hobbies interesting visits, projects etc.) you 

would like to let your neighbours know about 

please drop us a line and we would love to 

include it.  

 
 
 
 

 

Or drop articles into: 
8 Weavers Place  

North Millers Dale 
 
 
 

 

HALL FULL TO 

CAPACITY FOR QUIZ 

 
Thirty four contestants made up nine 
teams to brave a cold evening 
towards the end of February for a 
very enjoyable Quiz Night in the 
community hall. 
 
The evening was hosted by Inquizitor 
Phil Heller and ably assisted by 
Bernice keeping the scores Phil who 
regularly hosts our quiz nights 
promised a challenging quiz this time 
and that was just what we got. Some 
questions were manageable, some of 
them which involved dredging the 
depths of our memories and some 
that seemed downright impossible.  
 
There were a few quirky and clever 
questions like who would have 
thought the French bread Brioche 
could be made from a mixture of 
Bromide, Iodine, Oxygen, Carbon and 
Helium. Doesn’t sound a very tasty 
recipe until you use the atomic 
symbols for the contents. Br, I, O, C, He. 

 
The top prize was won by the 
‘Heller’s Angels’ team who scored a 
massive 150 points, and the 
evening was rounded off by a raffle.  
 
Everyone seemed to go home with 
a smile on their faces although 
maybe the beer, wine and nibbles 
that the contestants brought along 
helped with that. The general view 
was that is was a successful and 
aggreeable evening  and more of 
the same should be put into the 
calendar. 
 
 
 
 NMDCA WALKING GROUP 

The launch of the NMDCA walking 
group has been well received and 
we have now done three short walks 
around the area. The wetter than 
usual spring has meant we have 
had to choose the routes carefully to 
avoid the inevitable muddy paths.  
 
To make it easier for participants to 
plan around our monthly outings we 
have decided to do a walk on the 
first Tuesday of each month. As 
before the meeting place will be on 
the green by the Hiltonbury 
Farmhouse at 10:30. The walks 
take about an hour and a half so 

there is temptingly the option for a swift half at the Farmhouse on our 
return.  
 
We are always happy for new people to join us, you can just turn up on 
the day. The walks are planned to be about three miles and we go at a 
pretty leisurely pace so would suit any ability.  
 
It’s a friendly group and can be enjoyed by anybody who wants to meet 
and chat to like minded residents in a very relaxed and informal setting.  
 
I try wherever possible to include some paths which may not be familiar 
even to locals. I have found some, when I’ve been planning the walks, 
that I have never been along myself before, despite living in North 
Miller’s Dale for thirty five years.  
 
If you would like a reminder nearer the time of each walk email the 
editor and I can put you on my list. Otherwise just keep an eye on the 
NMDCA website or the Facebook page. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

After introductions and decisions 
on how we were going to run the 
group we decided to start by 
reading a local author, Nicola 
Slade. Her latest book “The House 
at Ladywell” centres on a fictional 
town based on Romsey and has 
historical references. It follows the 

history of a house that is inherited 
by a young woman called Freya.  
 
The first part of the evening was 
spent discussing the book and then 
we were joined by Nicola herself 
who lives in North Millers Dale. She 

talked to us about her book, how 
her ideas had developed and her 
writing style. It was interesting to 
learn how much research goes into 
a book and making sure that it is 
historically accurate. Her favourite 
genre is Murder Mysteries and she 

talked about the plots of her books, 
the settings and how she reworks 
her plots. It was a really interesting 
and insightful evening.  

 
 

 

Book Club up 
and running: 
 
Last night, (26th April), we held 
the second meeting of the 
North Miller’s Dale Book Club. 
At our initial meeting back in 

the middle of March we had 
ten people attending and 
taking part.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Author Nicola Slade 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 

Still that old chestnut with people 

using visitors spaces as their own 

– if you have three cars when you 

bought the house and you knew only 

two would fit on the drive, you 

shouldn’t have been so 

inconsiderate as to consider buying 

the house in the first place. 

Rant over! 

Regards Steve 

 

Over the years the demographics of 

the population of Millers Dale have 

evolved; from young families, to 

empty nesters, and now returning 

towards young families again. 

One change that has however 

gradually and continually developed 

is the use of the lay-byes and 

turning spaces on the estate. 

Originally intended for and used by 

visitors and visiting tradespeople, 

there has been a gradual takeover 

by residents using them as overflow 

carparks for their own vehicles; 

either because they fill their 

garages with other things, they 

have more vehicles than they have 

space for on their drives, or maybe 

some just find it easier to leave 

their vehicles in a lay-by than use 

their own drive. 

To my knowledge there is no law 

against using these ‘free’ parking 

spots, other than the Restrictive 

Covenants within the house deeds of 

North Millers Dale houses that 

state “ no trade or commercial 

vehicle shall be parked on the land 

or any road constructed thereon” . 

So  just a plea for residents to 

bear in mind that visitors and 

tradespeople are finding it 

increasingly difficult to find 

anywhere to park for short periods 

of time, and for residents to 

constrain their personal vehicle 

footprints to their own properties 

as best they can. 

 

North Millers Dale resident. 

 

 

BIG EUROPEAN WORD 

SEARCH   . 

AMÉLIE AND JACOB’S EASTER FAIR SUCCESS 

Local residents Amélie 
Puddicombe and Jacob Beeson 
got their fund raising efforts off to 
a flying start with an Easter Fair 
that they organised and held in 
the North Miller’s Dale 
Community Hall.  
Despite the miserable weather on 

Good Friday scores of local 
people turned up to support 
them. They, along with their 
parents and friends had clearly 
put a massive effort into the 
variety of entertainment and 
stalls on offer on the day.  
The centre picture is a copy of 
the full page spread about them 

in the Eastleigh Times.  
Amélie wrote: 
First of all, we want to say a huge 
thank you to all of the 
contributors and everyone who 

also help its local community. There will be a 
total of 22 students going to Sri Lanka and as 
well as community work, we will also explore 
most of Sri Lanka, to see and experience the 
unique culture. 
 
We both have an easy fundraising website 
which is linked below. Easy fundraising is a 
website where you sign up to one of our 

accounts and then whenever you do online 
shopping, the company will donate a 
percentage of what you spend to our account. 
I (Amélie) also have a just giving website and 
would be very grateful if you could contribute 
to it, the link is also below.  
In the future, we hope to be holding a Curry 
Night, but that is still being organised. 
If you have any questions about anything, 

please  
contact ameliepud@icloud.com. 

Our easy fundraising websites are: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/am
eliepuddicombe/ 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/jac
obbeeson/   

Amélie’s Just Giving website: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ameli
e-puddicombe  

Thank you so much for your support,           

Amélie Puddicombe and Jacob Beeson 

 
  

came, our Easter Fair which raised over £50. 
The energy was great and we hope that 
everyone enjoyed themselves, we certainly 
did.  
 

All of the money will be put towards our 
World Challenge Expedition to Sri Lanka in 
the summer of 2019, for the trip, we need to 
raise £3200 each. While there, we will help 
renovate a school and teach English, we will 
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Tips for May and June in the garden: 
By Gillian Warde 
 
We can finally begin to look forward to summer in the garden.  It needn’t be hard work keeping it looking beautiful if you 
do a little every day.  
Once the fear of frost has past, annual summer bedding can be planted out. Plants like Begonia, Sweet Peas, Busy 

Lizzie, Geranium, Antirrhinum, Lobelia and Petunia all make good displays. They can be bought from any local garden centres a nd look good in 
planters, containers and hanging baskets.  
 
Hardy perennials can be divided, you can lift and divide clumps of Snowdrops and Bluebells once the leaves have begun to yellow. Finally, bulbs 
can be split. If you have Geraniums from last year, they can be trimmed back to encourage growth.  The tips of Fuchsias can be pinched out to 

encourage them to bush out and flower more prolifically.  
 
I used to love seeing flowers in the garden but over the past few years we have enjoyed them indoors. Some flowers like Sweet Peas need picking 
to encourage more flowers. 
 
In June I love to visit the Rose Garden at Mottisfont. The colours and perfumes are wonderful. It does get very busy though. It is lovely to see 
Roses in our gardens but remember to deadhead them if they are repeat flowering Roses.  
It is important to stake tall and floppy plants to prevent wind damage. Throughout the summer months it is important to deadhead to encourage 
further flowering. 
  

If you like visiting gardens locally there are open gardens through the National Garden Scheme these can be found at  https://www.ngs.org.uk/ or 
Open Gardens www.opengardens.co.uk/ 
 
My husband and I belong to the Highbridge Community Farm, a Cooperative group that runs out of Highbridge  Farm near Colden Common.  
Members work in a team to grow a variety of produce, there are 10 teams and 20 plots as well as a fruit team. As a member you  have to commit to 
10 hours per month. In return we are able to purchase, at a reduced rate, the produce we have grown. If you are interested in joining or would like 

to visit, please phone  
023 8065 1891 or visit 
highbridgefarmcommunity.co.uk 

 
 

mailto:ameliepud@icloud.com
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ameliepuddicombe/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ameliepuddicombe/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/jacobbeeson/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/jacobbeeson/
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/amelie-puddicombe
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/amelie-puddicombe
https://www.ngs.org.uk/
http://www.opengardens.co.uk/
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Make our gardens safer for Hedgehogs 
 

• Store garden netting indoors. It is dangerous for hedgehogs as they 
get their spines caught and become trapped. 
 

• Ponds: Hedgehogs can swim but they need an escape route [like a 
plank] to climb back out 

 

• Cover drains and gullies: Hedgehogs have poor eyesight but are 
curious - they fall into holes and get stuck  
 

• Say no to slug pellets and weedkillers: common sources of poisoning 
for Hedgehogs and pets. Insect-rich lawns and flowerbeds make 
excellent feeding grounds at dusk.  
Hedgehogs hoover up over 100 invertebrates: snails, slugs & beetles 
every night. 

 

• Check for Hedgehogs in long grass before strimming and mowing 
or better still, leave some grass long for the insects. 

 

• Check compost heaps and bonfires for hedgehogs before digging in a 
fork or setting alight. 

 

“HEDGEHOGS ARE DISAPPEARING   

FASTER THAN TIGERS WORLDWIDE” 

[Surrey Wildlife Trust] 

 
Make our gardens more Hedgehog friendly: 
 

• Provide shallow bowls of fresh water - not 
milk as Hedgehogs are lactose intolerant. 

 

• Attract natural hedgehog food. Hedgehogs 
particularly like big, crunchy beetles, 
earthworms and slugs, making them a 
gardener's best friend. Leaf piles will 
encourage earthworms & create better soil. 
Wood piles provide good habitats for beetles 
and insects. 

 

• Hedgehogs are creatures of habit so if you 
see hedgehogs in your garden the chances are 
you will see them the same time the next 
evening. 

 

• Hedgehog food: Offer cat or dog meat but not 
fish based. Put it out at dusk & take in the 
excess. 
Pets Corner near Waitrose sell Hedgehog food. 
If you are worried about rats, don't put out 
grain-based foods.  

 
What to do if you find a sick or injured hedgehog: 
If you see a Hedgehog out during the day they are 

probably unwell or underweight, offer food and water. 
Hedgehogs need to weigh 600grams to hibernate 
safely. Contact your local Vet or Rescue Centre for 
advice before intervening or The British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society:  
Telephone: 01584 890 801  
Website: https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk 
 
No single garden is large enough for a hedgehog 
population, and no single garden can offer 

everything they need. Think of your garden as 
part of a local network: 
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/about-our-
hedgehog-street-campaign/ 
 
Wildlife Trusts: Helping hedgehogs around the 
UK:  
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/hedgehogs 
 
I have just ordered a hedgehog crossing from the 
British Hedgehog Association.  

It is 14 inches across the diagonal 

 
 
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/shop/product/he
dgehog-crossingsign/ 
 

Coming up in May is: Hedgehog 
Awareness Week: 6 – 12 May 2018: 
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/hedgehog-
awareness-week-runs-6th-12th-may-2018/ 

 
 
 

Article by Chris Lassam 
Small, round, brown and famously covered in spines, the hedgehog was once one of 
the most familiar of Britain's wild mammals. 

By Richard Gower 
 
We live on a busy housing estate, but it 
doesn’t stop the local fauna from 
visiting. 
 
Over the past few years both muntjac 
and roe deer have made their way from 
the Flexford nature reserve over North 
Millers Dale road and up through the 
woods, stopping off in our garden. 
Almost any time of day, even during 
school holidays when the tinkle of 
children’s voices are ringing out. 
 
Their presence receives mixed feelings 
in our household; half think they are 
wonderful, the other half is less than 
delighted as between one and four 
deer munch their way methodically 

through anything green and tender, 
with a special preference to yellow or 
orange blooms. Normally they keep to 
the garden and woods, but at dawn 
they can be seen on front drives and 
on our cul-de-sac. 
 
Currently there is an influx of 
pheasants; five at once recently, 
including two magnificent part golden 
males.  
 
The grass heap has a dual purpose as 
a mecca for blackbirds scuffling 
around looking for food, and as the 
covering for a slow-worm nest in the 
base. 

 
Life is pretty competitive at this time of 
year for the bird population. Jackdaws 
are currently making their third attempt 
to get into the roof space through the 
eaves, one dustbin is now completely 
filled with their efforts ….. and still they 
come back to try again. 
 
Blue tits are knocking eight bells out of 
their own reflections in the car wing 
mirror. Next door’s family of long tailed 
tits arrives en mass at the same time 
every day to lunch on the seed and fat 
ball feeders. The feathered bulk grain 
carriers (pigeons) sit underneath 
waiting to pick up anything dropping 
down from the feeders, and the master 
of the garden, the cock robin, bullies his 
way around chasing off squirrels and 
anything else on his patch he considers 
an intruder. 
 

NORTH MILLER’S DALE WILDLIFE 

NMDCA 
Cheese and 
Wine Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the North 

Miller’s Dale 

Community Hall. 
 

Saturday 9th June 

7:30 
 

£10 per person 

 

Phone Doreen 

80 268 562 

To book your 

place 

 

 

https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/about-our-hedgehog-street-campaign/
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/about-our-hedgehog-street-campaign/
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/hedgehogs
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/shop/product/hedgehog-crossingsign/
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/shop/product/hedgehog-crossingsign/
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/hedgehog-awareness-week-runs-6th-12th-may-2018/
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/hedgehog-awareness-week-runs-6th-12th-may-2018/

