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HILTONBURY FARMHOUSE 

NARROWLY MISS OUT ON 

JOHN SMITH AWARD 

It was a ‘fun and interesting evening’ 
said Mary Peterson describing the 
NMDCA Wine and Cheese evening. 
It was a slightly competitive test of 
peoples’ knowledge and palettes as 
six different wines were presented 
for tasting. There were three reds 
and three whites comprising three 
price bands of cheap, middle of the 
road and expensive. The test being 
to see if the two or three person 
teams could correctly choose which 
wine was which and to guess the 
country of origin. The blind tasting 
was achieved by cloaking the bottles 
in socks, with a colour coding 
system on the neck employing 
coloured insulating tape. 
 
In addition to the wines, there was a 
challenge to identify six different 
cheeses laid out on colour coded 
plates. Also a great spread of food 
was provided by Doreen and Gillian 
to counteract the effects of a busy 
evening imbibing. The different wines 
were ‘paced’ throughout the evening 
and along with the chat and nibbling 
no one had to be carried home!  

 
When the scores for the wines and the 
cheeses were totted up it was a close run 
thing but Phil Heller and his wife Bernice took 
home the prize. 
 
One of the things that everybody took home 
though, was that the price of the wine does 
not necessarily define its drinkability and that 
many people preferred the cheapest of the 
wines to the more expensive ones. Both the 
red and the white at just over £3 a bottle 
seemed to prove the most popular before the 
price was known and even more popular 
when it was revealed. Aldi and Asda being 
the suppliers of these wines. 
 
If you would like us to organise another wine 
and cheese evening, please email the editor. 

 
Reds 

Cheap Red: Baron St Jean, Spain Aldi 
£3.15 

 
Mid-price Red: Hardy’s merlot S.E. 

Australia, Aldi £4.99 
 

Expensive Red: Esprit de Puisseguin, 
Saint Emilion, Grand Vin de Bordeaux, 

France 
Waitrose £13.52 

 
Whites 

Cheap White: Three Mills, UK as 
opposed to English (meaning made and 
bottled in the UK from grape concentrate) 

Asda £3.18 
 

Mid-Price White: Sauvignon Blanc, Chile. 
Aldi £5.49 

 
Expensive White: Stone Castle, 

Chardonnay Reserve, Kosovo. From 
Stone Castle Vinyard €15 

or £13.36 
 

WINE AND CHEESE DEVOTEES 
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Following the recent award presentation I 
went and spoke with the Farmhouse crew.  
 
‘Whilst we didn’t win the award,’ said owner 
Rob Preston, ‘to be nominated in the top 
five Punch Taverns out of about 1500 in 
our first year was a big achievement and 
makes me very proud of my staff who have 
worked so hard and helped to get us to this 
point.’  
 
Rob and Tarren, the head chef, went to the 
presentation award ceremony at the Royal 
Lancaster Hotel in London on 6th 
September. They were entertained by  
comedian Russell Kane who hosted the 
event. Prior to the award ceremony, Tarren 
and Rob treated themselves to a 
gastronomic tour of Borough Market. 
 
‘We had a great evening and were 
disappointed not to win but the Albion 
Islington who took the top spot was a worthy 
winner.’  Before the big night the Farmhouse 
manager Jennifer Solly hosted the judges at 
the Farmhouse for an interview and they 
were particularly impressed with the range of 
gins on offer at the bar. Following that Rob 
took part in a further discussion with the 
judges by phone. 

The Hiltonbury Farmhouse is no 
stranger to awards and back in 
December won the Hampshire Life 
Food and Drink Best Newcomer Award. 
Although there has just been a change 
in some of the staff as university 
students return to their studies, two key 
staff members, the chef and the 
manager, have been at the Farmhouse 
since the opening. ‘Well not quite’ said 
manager Jennifer ‘I got married just as 
the Farmhouse was reopening so in 
fact started a couple of weeks later 
after my honeymoon.’   
 
The Farmhouse plans to put itself forward 
to be assessed as part of the AA’s 
Rosette Award scheme and following a 
mystery diner visit and assessment hope 
they might be awarded one or two 
rosettes. 
 
Rob wanted to say that whilst the 
Farmhouse has a restaurant it is still very 
much a pub and a local and is as keen to 
welcome people in for a pint as for a full 
meal. There are now big TVs in the bar 
which can relay events like the Royal 
Wedding, Football World Cup and the Six 
Nations Rugby to drinkers and diners.  

The Farmhouse management, local 
residents and the NMDCA have 
begun to have quarterly meetings to 
discuss concerns. The first meeting 
went positively and bodes well for 
the future interaction between the 
Farmhouse and the community. Rob 
said he would be interested in 
holding community events maybe as 
a cooperation between the 
Community Association and the pub 
but only if there was a general 
consensus to support these events. 
These might include things like a 
beer festival which has happened 
before or a summer fayre on the 
green. If you would be interested in 
something like these being 
organised please let us or the 
Farmhouse know. 
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the Information 
  board        

 
 
 
To hire the North Millers 
Dale Community Hall  
 
Contact via email to:-  
Email 
natalie@yellowdotnursery.co.uk  

CC to 
editor@nmdca.org.uk  
 
or  
Phone 02380 260394 
weekdays between 0800 
and 1800  
 
Community Hall Keyholder  
 
Doreen Lewry  

 023 80 268562 
 
 
 
 

 

Useful Numbers 
 
Instead of thumbing through the Telephone 

Directory or Yellow pages to find that important 

number, look no further than the Miller’s Tale. 

If you have any suggestions for a useful number 

that is not included please contact us  

Editor Millers Tale Charles  023 8026 8562  

  Gillian 07917 858 752 

Emergencies  

Electricity (Power Cuts)  0800 072 7282  

Gas ( escapes)   0800 111999  

Police ( non urgent )  101  

Southern Water   0330 303 0368  

 

Schools  

Hiltingbury Infant School  023 8026 5414  

Hiltingbury Junior School  023 8026 1808  

Knightwood Primary  023 8026 1900  

Merdon County Junior School  023 8026 5255  

Thornden Secondary School  023 8026 9722  

Toynbee Secondary School  023 8026 9026  

 

Post Office  

4 Ashdown Road   0345 722 3344  

 

Local Services  

Chandlers Ford Library  0300 555 1387  

Eastleigh Tourist Information 023 8026 5500  

Eastleigh Borough Council  023 8068 8000  

Blue Star Buses   01202 338 421 

Zelabus   02380 644 715  

Southampton Int Airport  0844 481 7777  

Red Funnel Ships   023 8001 9192  

Railway Enquiries   0871 244 1545  

 

Medical Services  

Park Surgery, Hursley Road  023 8025 2131  

St Francis Surgery, Valley Park  023 8025 2131  

Boyatt Wood Surgery  023 8061 2051  

Fryern Surgery   023 8027 3252  

Eastleigh Health Centre  023 8061 2032  

Southampton General Hospital  023 8077 7222  

Winchester Hospital  01962 86 3535  

 

Dentists  

Hursley Road Dental Practice  

157 Hursley Road   023 8026 7141  

Vital Dental Care  

67 Bournemouth Rd  023 8026 7889 

   
 

By the Editor 
                                            
                                     ‘Phew, what a scorcher,’ 
to borrow a phrase coined by a tabloid 
publication referring to the heatwave of 1976. 
This summer had been just as good or just as 
bad depending on your point of view. Despite 
the heat, hardy walkers have still joined us for 
our monthly local walks. We have tried, where 
possible, to walk through woodland areas to 
provide a little shade from the sun and kept the 
pace down so walkers don’t overheat. Since 
writing this, of course, the heatwave has 
become a distant memory and the parched 
grass has returned to its more familiar green. 
 
You may remember in the last issue we ran a 
feature on the potholes at the Baddesley Road 
end of the estate. Unfortunately they were fixed 
just after we went to press so I was unable to 
credit the council for the repair 
 
The Community Association had its AGM in 
July and some lively discussions took place. 
Later on in this Miller’s Tale we have 
reproduced the minutes and you may like to 
comment on some of the issues raised, 
whether you agree or disagree we would like to 
hear from you. If it looks like a significant 
number of residents hold a particular view we 
can make representations to the council or 
other bodies with a view to resolving matters.  
 
 
 
 
 
In case you missed our Facebook posting, June 
was the 20th anniversary of the forming of the 
North Miller’s Dale Community Association.  
And despite some lean periods it is still going 
strong. The newsletter preceded our official 
recognition as an association and was 
considered a vital communication tool between 
the association and the residents. In those days 
the internet was in its infancy and Facebook 
had yet to be born. Work commitments 
prevented me from maintaining its regular 
production but now I am retired I can dedicate 
more time as editor and we hope to produce 
three to four editions a year. Now, with Gillian’s 
help and motivation, we have a strong team 
going forward. The website and the Facebook 
page are enabling us to keep in touch more 
regularly than the quarterly Miller’s Tale and we 
hope residents are finding these useful too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Or drop articles into: 
8 Weavers Place  

North Millers Dale 
 
 
 

 

Book Club Update 

 

 

 

 

 

By Gillian  Warde 
 
Our recent book club read was Anthony Doerr’s book 
“All the Light We Cannot See”. This book was 
recommended to us by one of our neighbours in 
Weaver’s Place. Thank you Janet because it was an 
excellent read and we all enjoyed it.  
 

It was difficult to get into the story at first,  due to the 
short chapters, and changing locations. However, once 
the characters were established and the story began to 
unwind it, became a compelling read.  

  

The story, which is set in Germany and France before 
and during the German occupation of France in the 2nd 
World War. Marie-Laure is a little blind French girl, she 
is motherless but has a strong relationship with her 
father.  Werner Pfennig and his sister Jutta are orphans 
in the German mining town of Zollverein, near Essen. 
He is a boy of seven with white hair, like snow. Werner 
is tiny for his age and  he has a gift for science, and the 
intricacies of radios in particular. He can fix anything. 
 
The novel begins in Paris in 1934, Marie Laure is six 
years old and has just become blind. Her father teaches 
her to deal with her blindness and find her way around 
the city. He also teaches her braille and she escapes 
into her books. Warner’s talent with radios brings him to 
the attention of the Nazis. He is sent to a school to be 
trained for an elite position in the Third Reich.  
 
The book follows these two characters through the war 
and the occupation. They both end up in Saint Malo and 
meet fleetingly in 1944 when Warner helps Marie Laure 
to escape from the bombing. The lives of the two 
characters have crossed throughout the book without 
them realising it.  
 
I won’t spoil the book for you by saying any more but we 
all thought it was a good read. Doerr won the 2015 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and the 2015 Andrew Carnegie 
Medal for Excellence in Fiction for this novel.  
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For those of you who read through the 
article in the last issue of the Miller’s 
Tale you may be forgiven for thinking 
the piece ended on a rather downbeat 
note. It seemed that not a lot was 
happening and we could be stuck with 
the lumpy exit to North Miller’s Dale for 
the foreseeable future. 
 
Having been away for a week I was 
pleasantly surprised on my return to see 
that the council workers had not only 
filled the holes but had done some 
substantial resurfacing to the cycle way 
entrance and right the way through to 
the junction with the Baddesley Road. It 
looks like it is a good quality repair and 
not just a patch up so hopefully it will 
remain intact for a few years to come. 
 
It took a while before the white lines at 

the junction were restored possibly because that is a different department. The 
arrow directing cyclist from the road onto the cyclepath is still missing. But all 
credit to the council for getting the pothole job done eventually. 
 
As a cyclist I have noticed that prior to repair, the workmen highlight the offending 
potholes with white paint. Although the repair is the ideal situation the white paint 
does serve to make the pothole more obvious and maybe help cyclists to see and 
avoid the hazard. Potholes and drain covers can be lethal to cyclists and in sunny 
weather with dappled shade they can be very hard to spot. 
 

Perhaps it could become a 
policy for councils to mark up 
all potential hazards along the 
edge of the road where 
cyclists travel, with white 
paint, even if no repair is 
envisaged. In an era where 
cycling is being encouraged 
for health and environmental 
reasons the three foot road 
edge should be given more 
importance, in an effort to 
make cyclist’s lives safer. 

• Richard Mollon chaired the meeting 
and welcomed the residents attending. 

• Parish Councillor, Mrs Pam Holden-
Brown talked about issues with the 
Hiltonbury Farmhouse. The hedge, 
carpark and green were discussed. The 
manager of the pub should have 
regular meetings with NMDCA and 
local residents as per the licensing 
authority. It is hoped to arrange this 
soon when the above issues can be 
discussed. 

• Phil Heller brought up the subject of 
commercial vehicles being parked on 
drives and business’ being conducted 
from homes, as these are not allowed 
on our deeds. Unmarked vehicles are 
allowed. 

• The Local Development plan was 
discussed and how hundreds of houses 
being built in Hedge End could have an 
impact on Chandlers Ford as the plan 

shows a new road going through 
Allbrook, up to Junction 12 of the M3. 

• There was discussion about rats on 
the estate and how hedgehogs are 
not attracted to rat bait. Hedgehogs 
are known to be present on the 
estate. Two of our residents went to 
the Eastleigh Borough Council 
Cabinet Meeting to raise awareness 
of Hedgehogs, asking council 
workers to check areas to be 
cut/strimmed for hedgehogs before 
they start the work. 

• Some footpaths and linkways are 
becoming overgrown. The advice is 
to take a photo of the problem and 
notify the council. 

• There have been several burglaries 
this year and it was felt that residents 
had been observed leaving their 
property. Also there were reports of 
“sellers“ knocking on doors. These 

could be fake sellers so be aware. 

• One resident reported that there is 
only one dog bin in North Millers 
Dale, so plastic bags are being left 
in bushes. 

 

• Since the AGM, a meeting was held 
with Rob Preston and Jennifer Solly, 
the manager of the HIltonbury 
Farmhouse, three members of the 
NMDCA and six close neighbours. 
All the issues which residents had 
brought to our attention were 
discussed and solutions found. It 
had been noticed that it has been 
quieter after 11pm, as visitors to the 
pub are asked to go inside at this 
time. The manager, Jennifer, would 
like anyone with concerns to speak 
to her at the pub or email: 

   manager@lanterninns.co.uk 
 

NMDCA AGM REPORT  
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Summer Holiday      

Kids Corner 

Beach Word Search 
 

Bexhill 

Boscombe 

Bournemouth 

Brighton 

 Dymchurch 

  Eastbourne 

     Highcliffe 

       Hove 

         Hythe 

           Lepe 

             Littlehampton 

              Mudeford 

Newhaven 

Saltdean 

Sandbanks 

Seaford 

Seaton 

Selsey 

Shanklin 

Southsea 

Studland 

Swanage 

Weymouth 

Worthing 

 

By Phil Heller 
 
If you go down to the woods around 
North Miller’s Dale on the first Tuesday 
of every month, you may not be 
surprised to see a group of walkers 
from the estate keeping each other 
company whilst exploring the area 
where we live. 
 

Charles Lewry and Gillian Warde have 
been the inspiration behind the idea 
and I think all the walkers have been 
astonished by the number of cuts, 
footpaths and walkways they have 
found in and around the estate that 
make for a very pleasant walk. It seems 
that the first Tuesday of each month 
has been blessed with good weather 
because to date we have not had any 
rainy or unpleasant walks. Quite the 
opposite in fact because of the hot 
summer Charlie has made a point of 
finding different shaded and interesting 
walks . 
 

Having lived in the area for a long time, 
I have been surprised to find some 
tracks and walkways very close to my 
home that I did not know existed, so 
have enjoyed a mystery tour virtually 
from my own doorstep.  
 

 
The walks start from the Farmhouse at 
10.30, and generally attract about a 
dozen walkers. We have couples, single 
men and single ladies and people of all 
ages who come along. It has given us all 
a chance to meet new people from the 
estate who we would not otherwise have 
met or spoken to, and allowed us to chat 
and enjoy our surroundings together. 
 

I read a recent survey that Eastleigh was 
one of the 10 best places in the country to 
bring up a family. That is based on factors 
which include access to green spaces. 
Arguably, we live in one of the nicest 
parts of the Eastleigh Borough area, so it 
should come as no wonder that we can 
go out, enjoy and feel safe when walking 
about in our home environment. 
 

The walk is normally about 3 
miles and is led at a gentle pace 
so no-one is left behind. It takes 
around an hour and a half so we 
are back at the Farmhouse at 
about 12 o’clock, so in plenty of 
time for lunch. We have had little 
forays around Hocombe, Valley 
Park and Flexford. So if you 
want to get out and meet the 
neighbours, enjoy some gentle 

IF YOU GO DOWN TO THE WOODS TODAY… 
 exercise and not feel that the other 

walkers are going to walk too fast or 
be much fitter than you, don’t be put 
off. It is a very pleasant way of 
spending the first Tuesday morning 
of each month  
 
It is not restricted solely to North 
Miller’s Dale residents, so it is not 
cliquey. We have a couple of walkers 
from outside of the estate. It is felt 
important that we are inclusive and 
the more people who come, the 
better chance of making of new 
acquaintances . On that basis, if you 
have not been on one of the walks, 
we hope to see you soon.  
 

In our last issue we featured a report 
about an Easter fundraising event in 
the Hall staged by local students 
Amélie Puddicombe & Jacob Beeson. 
This was part of their programme of 
events to finance taking part in a 
variety of community work in Sri 
Lanka.  

Amélie has written to the Miller’s Tale 
to update us on the progress of their 
efforts. 
 
Jacob and I are delighted to be over 
half way into our fundraising for our 
expedition to Sri Lanka, and are very 
grateful for all of the support we’ve 
been given. We have run two 
community events (the Easter Fair 

and the Curry Night) and done a 
number of jobs (such as babysitting, 
pet sitting and dog walking). We are 
planning further events for winter and 
will keep you updated. If you have 
any further questions, please contact 

me at: ameliepud@icloud.com  Amélie 
Puddicombe & Jacob Beeson 

If you would like to support their project 
Amélie’s Just Giving website is: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding
/amelie-puddicombe  

 

 

AMÉLIE’S FUNDRAISING PROGRESS 

mailto:ameliepud@icloud.com
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/amelie-puddicombe
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/amelie-puddicombe
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There are many interesting 
country walks within 20 miles of 
Chandlers Ford and I expect NMD 
residents know many of them. 

One of the most fascinating is 
Danebury, around four miles NW of 
Stockbridge. It is a chalk downland 
hill, a scheduled ancient monument, a 
nature reserve ... and a good place 
for a walk around and between its 
ramparts.  

Our knowledge of Danebury as an 
Iron Age hillfort results from fifteen 
seasons of excavation led by 
Professor Barry Cunliffe, from 1969 
onwards. Evidence from the dig 
included the bones of cattle, pigs and 
particularly sheep, also traces of 
wheat and barley, all important in the 
Iron Age diet.  

Danebury’s  great defensive 
ditches were constructed in about  
550 BC. Within 150 years, Danebury 
had become pre-eminent over other 
local sites, so it is reasonable to 
assume that it was the settlement of a 
local chieftain. 

By the second century BC, there 
were at least 100 houses within the 
fort, suggesting a significant 
population. Each house was circular, 
around twenty feet in diameter, 
constructed of wattle-and-daub, with a 
thatched roof.  

Crafts practiced included weaving 
woollen cloth, making pottery and 
shale ornaments, as well as the very 
necessary carpentry. There was 
evidence of trade with Wales, 
Cornwall  and the Midlands.  

So Danebury was a productive 
settlement, but perhaps not always 
peaceful. The impressive ramparts 
were part of the prestige of the 
community’s leaders, but at times of 
trouble they took on a  defensive role. 
They were strengthened In the third 
century BC, with a complex pattern of 
ditches and banks at the eastern 
entrance. Defenders could fire sling 
shots at invaders anywhere in the 
gate area.  

The main gate was destroyed by fire 
in around 100 BC, perhaps as Danebury 
finally succumbed to invaders, or perhaps 
deliberately torched as the population 
departed peacefully. 

An artist's impression of life within Danebury's 
ramparts in the second century B.C. 

(Modern full-size replicas 
of the Danebury houses may 
be visited at Butser Ancient 
Farm near Petersfield, while 
many of the excavated finds 
are on display at the 
Museum of the Iron Age in 
Andover.)  

Gerald Ponting 
adapted from my 
forthcoming book ‘Ancient 
Earthworks of Wessex’ 
(Wooden Books) 

 

 

Danebury Hillfort by Gerald Ponting 

 By Gillian Warde 
Now is the time to start to prepare 
your garden for the Winter. Start by 
clearing out your compost bins, the 
well-rotted material they contain can 
be used on your garden. By clearing 
out your bin you are making way for 
any vegetation that comes from 
tidying your borders. 
 
The next step is to sort out your 
borders.  Start by digging up your 
annuals, you can replace them with 
pansies and other winter plants for 

winter colour. Then you can use the 
compost from your bins, well-rotted 
manure or bark and chips on them. 
This doesn’t need to be dug in, you 
can let the worms do this.  
 
Having a hot dry summer hasn’t done 
the lawns any good so we need to do 
some lawn maintenance. You can 
start by raking out the moss. The soil 
may have become compacted, so you 
can aerate it to improve drainage. This 
can be done by making holes with 
your garden fork. Areas that have had 

a lot of wear and tear may need new 
turf, now is the time to do this. 
  
The NMDCA held a garden talk last 
spring and the speaker talked about 
making leaf mould because organic 
matter is especially good when dug 
into the clay soil we have in this area. 
Now is the time to collecting the 
leaves that are going to start falling in 
your garden. Some leaves will rot a 
lot quicker than others. Oak, elder 
and beech all rot well. Most shiny 
leaves are not good for compost 
though so don’t use those. She 
explained that you could store these 
in bin bags, add a small amount of 
water, put some holes in the sides to 
let in air and allow them to rot over a 
two-year period.  
 
Plant any evergreens that you want to 
put into your borders to give them 
structure. Then lift tender plants such 
as Dahlia’s and Begonias, clean off 
the soil and store them. They can be 
stored in trays with a layer of dry 
compost or sand.  
 
Plant swap 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buying plants can be expensive so in 
May we are planning to hold a plant 
swap. If you have any cuttings that 
you could take and pot up please start 
to think about this now. Further details 
about the plant swap will be in the 
Spring edition of The Miller’s Tale. 
 

AUTUMN IN THE GARDEN 

 

Would you like to 

advertise your business or 

service in the Miller’s Tale? 

 

An advert this size would 

only cost 8. For other 

sizes, shapes and prices 

contact 

editor@nmdca.org.uk. 

Distributed to 400 houses 

on North Miller’s Dale 
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