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LOCAL ACTIVITIES 

By Phil Heller 
NMDCA holds occasional events, 
such as the Quiz night in the 
Miller’s Dale Centre which attract a 
slightly different audience. Last 
year there was a very successful 
cheese and wine tasting evening 
which proved that it was possible to 
enjoy wine at a low cost. 
If you are interested in joining a 
Bridge group, a Scrabble group, 
Chess, Dominoes, Board, or Card 
Games then please let us know. 
The intention would be for the 
groups to meet either in the 
Farmhouse or in our houses. 
Having regular meetups would 
extend the range of activities on 
North Millers Dale and complement 
the activities that already take 
place.  
The suggestions listed are only 
suggestions so if anyone wants to 
promote another activity or just 
needs some more participants to 
play regularly or make it viable, 
please feel free to contact the 
Editor, and we can work together to 
extend or range of activities. 
For those of you that want to join in 
some community events but do not 

know where to look to find them, 
there is a very good website called 
Chandlers Ford Today 
(chandlersfordtoday.co.uk) This 
includes a section of upcoming 
events around Chandlers Ford, which 
is frequently updated. 
It has information about what is on at 
the Chandlers Ford Central Club, and 
events at the Methodist Church 
presented by the Rotary Club, 
Chameleon Theatre Company and 
other regular community events in 
and around Chandlers Ford, 
including a Writing and Reading 

Group for young people, A Dementia 
Action Group, Messy Church, (craft 
games, worship and food), a Stroke 
Support Group, Cancer Support 
Group, University of the 3rd Age, 
Philatelic Society, Men’s Shed  and a 
regular coffee morning held by the 
Fryern Community Association. 
The website is also a very convenient 
place to find links to the Hilt and 
Thornden Hall as well as Eastleigh Car 
Boot Sale and Hiltingbury Tennis Club 
also community events and coffee 
mornings which are held regularly    
 

In April last year the Yellow Dot 
Kindergarten business was sold to 
international company, Bright 
Horizons. Yellow Dot opened their first 
facility at the North Miller’s Dale Hall 
in 1997 and since then it had grown to 
twelve nurseries with 791 childcare 
places. Bright Horizons is a US based 
company but is also the second 
largest group in the UK. The deal took 
the number of places offered by the 
group to more than 24,000. In 
November the staff in North Miller’s 
Dale learned that the NMD 
Kindergarten was to be closed at half 
term in February.  
 
Otterbourne based parent, Daniela 
Felix, whose daughter attends the 
former Yellow Dot, stepped in to save 
the operation in the hall.  Along with 
the business, Daniela plans to 
safeguard the jobs of the existing staff 
who have been based in the hall for 
many years.  
 
Daniela recently spoke to the Miller’s 
Tale about her plans for the ‘Little 
Delwood Kindergarten’  
 
I set up Little Delwood as a parent 
whose child is currently attending the 
setting. Once it was known that the 
current provider would be closing its 
doors, it became apparent that the 
parents and the children loved both 
the setting and the staff and wanted it 
to continue. 
 
A few months ago, conversations with 
the current provider started about 
Daniela taking over the setting. As to 
be expected, there have been some 
obstacles to go through, but with hard 
work and dedication, Little Delwood 
Kindergarten will be opening its doors 
very soon. 
 

Asked about this new kindergarten, 
Daniela said: “Continuity for the children 
at this stage in their development is 
paramount for a healthy learning 
environment, which is why we will 
maintain the same setting and the same 
staff that has made this place so 
special.  
 
My youngest daughter attends the 
current kindergarten and there is 
something about the space, the staff 
and feel of the preschool that she 
absolutely adores. When we heard it 
was going to close, I didn’t even know 
how to tell her. Fortunately, a few ideas 
were floated around about keeping this 
kindergarten open under a new name, 
and thanks to Bright Horizons’ amazing 
support, here we are, ready to open.  
 
Our vision is to run Little Delwood 
Kindergarten as an extension of home, 
where all the children feel welcome and 
nurtured. We are inspired by the 
Froebelian approach to education and 
aim to provide an educationally 
stimulating environment and activities 
where children are encouraged to make 
choices and learn through play and first 
hand experiences building on what they 
already know and have experienced. 
 
Being a parent myself, and having gone 
through several kindergartens in the 
past few years with my other children, I 
understand that every family has 

different schedule needs, which is 
why we are planning on being as 
flexible as we possibly can with both 
the current and the new families that 
join us. We offer full day, school day 
and part time (mornings and 
afternoon) pre-school education for 
children from the age of two years to 
school age. 
 
 This is a small Kindergarten, and the 
staff has been together for some 
years, so this feels like family 
already.”  
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kindergarten Manager Caroline and Matt 
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the Information 
  board        

 
 
 
To hire the North Millers 
Dale Community Hall  
 
Contact via Phone to:-  
 
Matt on 
02380 274775 
weekdays between 09:00 
and 16:00  
  
When confirmed please 
email: 
editor@nmdca.org.uk  
 
 
Community Hall Keyholder  
 
Doreen Lewry  

 023 80 268562 
 
 
 
 

 

Useful Numbers 
 
Instead of thumbing through the Telephone 

Directory or Yellow pages to find that important 

number, look no further than the Miller’s Tale. 

If you have any suggestions for a useful number 

that is not included please contact us  

Editor Millers Tale Charles  023 8026 8562  

  Gillian 07917 858 752 

Emergencies  

Electricity (Power Cuts)  0800 072 7282  

Gas ( escapes)   0800 111999  

Police ( non urgent )  101  

Southern Water   0330 303 0368  

 

Schools  

Hiltingbury Infant School  023 8026 5414  

Hiltingbury Junior School  023 8026 1808  

Knightwood Primary  023 8026 1900  

Merdon County Junior School  023 8026 5255  

Thornden Secondary School  023 8026 9722  

Toynbee Secondary School  023 8026 9026  

 

Post Office  

4 Ashdown Road   0345 722 3344  

 

Local Services  

Chandlers Ford Library  0300 555 1387  

Eastleigh Tourist Information 023 8026 5500  

Eastleigh Borough Council  023 8068 8000  

Blue Star Buses   01202 338 421 

Zelabus   02380 644 715  

Southampton Int Airport  0844 481 7777  

Red Funnel Ships   023 8001 9192  

Railway Enquiries   0871 244 1545  

 

Medical Services  

Park Surgery, Hursley Road  023 8025 2131  

St Francis Surgery, Valley Park  023 8025 2131  

Boyatt Wood Surgery  023 8061 2051  

Fryern Surgery   023 8027 3252  

Eastleigh Health Centre  023 8061 2032  

Southampton General Hospital  023 8077 7222  

Winchester Hospital  01962 86 3535  

 

Dentists  

Hursley Road Dental Practice  

157 Hursley Road   023 8026 7141  

Vital Dental Care  

67 Bournemouth Rd  023 8026 7889 

   
 

By the Editor 
Welcome to 2019 

 from the North Miller’s Dale Community 
Association. We are hoping this year will 
busier than ever for our association’s 
calendar. Last year we started our 
walking group and book club, both of 
which proved to be popular with their 
monthly meetings.  It may be that with 
the new hall ownership that we can 
consider other regular events that can 
slot in with the times when the hall is not 
in use by the kindergarten. 
 
Over the years, under the stewardship of 
Yellow Dot, we have seen regular users 
like the Brownies and Yoga Group 
dwindle. It seemed that coexistence 
wasn’t an easy option. Hopefully in the 
future we will see the rebirth of groups 
wanting to make use of our local facility. 
If you are planning one of these groups 
please get in touch with a member of the 
committee as we may be able to help 
with additional chairs, crockery or cutlery 
that we hold for community events.  
 
Still very much in its embryonic stage is 
the thought that the hall should at some 
stage come under the management of 
the Parish Council in much the same 
way as they administer the Hiltingbury 
and Fryern Pavilions. The council have 
convened a working group to consider 
the implications and to approach 
Cranbury Estates to discuss the matter.  
This is very much work in progress but 
we will report on how this evolves over 
the coming months. 
 
This edition of the Miller’s Tale has 
featured the background to two start up 
businesses. In our next issue we are 
planning to speak to some businesses 
that seem to have been in the area for 
ever and maybe discuss how things have 
changed in the last forty years or so. 

 
 

 

Or drop articles into: 
8 Weavers Place  

North Millers Dale 
 
 
 

 

IN THE GARDEN Winter into Spring 
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By Charles Lewry 
When the idea was launched early 
last year we had no idea whether 
there would be any enthusiasm for 
a walking group but nearly a year 
on and eleven walks later we can 
report that it has been pretty 
successful.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Planning the walks to find a 
different route each time has 
required some ingenuity but in itself 
has been fun. I’ve  discovered all 
sorts of paths and cut throughs that 
I never knew existed in the 
process. It has also been a 
challenge to keep the routes to 
around three miles as that seems 
to be the popular distance for the 
occasional walker.  
With the new year I’m hoping we 
will get more people to join us. 

There’s lots of reasons why there 
are very definite incentives to give 
it a try. After the excesses of 
Christmas a bit of exercise to trim 
off too much turkey and sprouts is 
never a bad idea. We are a very 
sociable group and most people 
spend a very enjoyable hour and 
a half chatting with other like 
minded neighbours. There’s a 
chance to expand your 
knowledge of the area and find 
paths through the local streets 
and woods that you may like to try 
out yourselves.  
 
There’s no need to book a place 
on the walks. We have a walk on 
the first Tuesday of each month 
and we meet outside the 
Hiltonbury Farmhouse at 10:30. 
So if you would like to join us any 
time just turn up and you will be 
most welcome. If you would like a 
reminder just give me your email 

address on the day. 

WALKING GROUP REPORT 

PLANT SWAP and 

TABLE TOP SALE 

 
 

Buying plants can be expensive 
so in spring we are planning to 
hold a plant swap. If you have 
any cuttings that you could take 
and pot up please start to think 
about this now. If there is interest 
this may take place in conjunction 
with a table top sale for other 
items you may want to sell. 
Further details about this will be 
in the Spring edition of The 
Miller’s Tale. 

 

Winter is a very quiet time in the garden, a 
time when you can catch up with all the jobs 
you have been putting off and get ready for 
the bigger projects in the spring.  
You can start by cleaning all your gardening 
tools. It is important that your tools are ready. 
Sharpen them, clean them and in the case of 
lawn mowers giving them a service will help in 

the long run. Dirty tools especially things like secateurs can 
introduce bacteria to plants when you prune. Sharp tools are easier 
to work with and give better cuts. Greenhouses can also be 
prepared for your trays of seeds and cuttings. Once you have swept 
out you should disinfect your greenhouse, this should include the 
inside glass. Disinfecting will help get rid of pests and disease. 
Make sure that your greenhouse dries out by ventilating it properly.  
Hunt out and remove pests now and save yourself a lot of trouble. 
In your pots look for vine weevil larvae which feed on plant roots. 
Destroy any you find. You may also find slugs, snails and aphids 
sheltering in your plants for winter.  
Flower beds and borders can be cleaned up. Leaves and other 
debris should be removed. If the soil is not water logged you could 
dig well-rotted manure or compost into the borders.  
General maintenance can also be done. fences and trellis work can 
be repaired, compost areas established and things like water butts 
put in. 
Whilst they are dormant it is a good time to move deciduous shrubs 
that have been badly placed. 
 

NO MORE EXCUSES FOR 

DOGGY DOO DUMPING 

Eastleigh Borough Council have 
responded to local complaints 
about dog mess on the 
pavements around the estate by 
installing several rather distinctive 
black and gold dog litter bins. I 
was aware of the one installed on 
the lower end of the footpath that 
exits onto NMD road and was told 
that there might be one at the top 
near the traffic lights. However, 
when I went to investigate I 
discovered another one midway 
along the footpath and a further 
one in Rosemoor Grove.  
I wonder if there are more that I 
didn’t find around North Miller’s 
Dale. Well done to the council for 
proactively dealing with a 
problem. Let’s hope the dog 
owners have also noticed the bins 
on their walks and will make good 
use of them 
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Kids Corner 

 

scheme and others may be thinking about 
it but haven’t done so yet. It is worth 
considering not only from the point of view 
of crime reduction but also to look out for 
neighbours who for various reasons may 
be struggling or lonely or just need a little 
support. 
Traditionally, Neighbourhood Watch 
activities have focused on the immediate 
vicinity of homes, with members looking 
out for anything suspicious and helping 
their neighbours. However, more and 
more schemes are broadening their work 
to target a range of other problems such 
as cyber-crime, anti-social behaviour, 
vandalism and graffiti. When links are 
made with other local schemes and wider 
alliances are formed, the membership can 
become a powerful voice within a 
community and get actively involved in 
problem-solving. 
Neighbourhood Watch is well-known to 
help reduce burglary, anti-social 
behaviour, doorstep crime and 
environmental problems. But criminals are 
no longer constrained by geographical 
boundaries, and in recent years there has 
been a steady rise in fraud and 
cybercrime. 
Neighbourhood Watch is in a strong 
position to help tackle this kind of crime 
as well, by being a trusted source of 
information and support for people within 
their communities and keeping their eyes 
open for those who might be vulnerable. 
Victims of fraud and cybercrime might be 
embarrassed to confide in their families, 
or worry about losing their independence, 
and may not know that a crime has been 
committed or feel that they can’t report it 
to the police. This is where 
Neighbourhood Watch members and 
coordinators can help. 
As well as the police, Neighbourhood 
Watch schemes may also work with other 
agencies within their area who have an 
interest in reducing crime and building 
stronger communities. These may include 
Community Safety Partnerships (CSPs), 
local authority environmental and social 
care teams, Trading Standards services, 
and Fire & Rescue services. You might 
also want to link up with other community 
groups like Residents’ Associations.  
If you are interested in setting up a 
scheme, the first step is to speak to your 
neighbours and find out if they are also 

interested. The more residents there 
are who want to get involved, the more 
successful a scheme will be. 
But not everyone in a street or 
neighbourhood needs to join a scheme 
for it to work. It will work as long as 
there are enough residents to keep an 
eye out for each other’s properties and 
to liaise with the police. 
The closer the links with the police, the 
more effective a scheme will be, so we 
recommend you contact your local 
Policing Team to let them know you are 
interested in starting a Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme. You can find their 
details  on www.police.uk.   
The exact process for starting a 
scheme varies across England and 
Wales, so you should also get in touch 
with your local Force and they will let 
you know what to do next. 
Each scheme has a coordinator who 
acts as the key contact point for the 
scheme. They liaise with the police, 
scheme members and the general 
public – for instance, people who are 
interested in joining the scheme – as 
well as non-member residents when 
necessary. A scheme may have more 
than one coordinator as long as 
members and police know who the key 
contacts are. The coordinator ensures 
a smooth flow of information and 
communication between the police and 
scheme members. 
Size and coverage of your scheme 
There are no hard and fast rules about 
the size of a Neighbourhood Watch 
scheme. This can vary depending on 
the geography of the area. A good rule 
is to think about which houses can see 
each other, so that they can keep an 
eye open for any suspicious activity.  
 

 

 

Left-over 
Crackers 

Why can't a bike stand up by itself?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

It's two-tyred 

IS NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH FOR YOU? 

Chandlers Ford Good 
Neighbours asks . . . 

Could you help? We need to 
recruit more  volunteer 
drivers  as the need increases 
for transport to essential local 
appointments, to hospitals and 
to the shops. 
Could you spare an hour to 
chat to a lonely person? We 
are looking for more volunteer 
befrienders to brighten the 
lives of resident in Chandlers 
Ford who don’t get out much, 
if at all. 
Our volunteers report back 
that our clients are so grateful 
and could not manage to live 
independently without us. 
Our clients praise our 
volunteers for their 
consideration and kindness . . 
Could that be you? 
You can give as much or as 
little time as suits you. It does 
not have to be every week. 
If you could help, please 
phone 07914 757380. 
Expenses paid, DBS check 
(previously CRB) needed.  
https://www.facebook.com/ 
chandlersfordgoodneighbours/ 
 

Some of the streets in 
North Miller’s Dale 
have signed up to the 
Neighbourhood Watch 

http://www.police.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/
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NMDCA Book Club 

Update 

By Viv Overstall 
Last October the book club read 
“The Muse” by Jessie Burton 
which is the second novel by the 
author of the international 
bestseller “The Miniaturist” (you 
may have watched the TV 
drama).  It proved a very good 
choice for discussion. 
 
The story switches between two 
different years, 1936 and 1967, 
and two different places - a 
village in Spain and London.  It is 
about the lives of two young 
women who are linked by a 
renowned lost painting.  The 
story starts in the sixties with 
Odelle Bastien who has moved 
from Trinidad to London and 
dreams of becoming a writer.  
We feel her loneliness and sense 
of drifting through mundane work 
until an unexpected relationship 
brings support for her writing. 
Meanwhile Olive Schloss who is 
Anglo-Austrian, lives with her 
parents in Andalusia in the 1930s 
and yearns to be a recognised 
painter at a time when the art 
scene was dominated by men.  
Like Odelle, Olive is living in a 
foreign country. Olive’s 
comfortable life is in sharp 
contrast to the poverty and 
brutality of the Spanish civil war.  

 
Olive finds inspiration to paint 
from the countryside, local 
legends and a brother and 
sister who find work at her 
home.  However, her desire 
for independence leads to 
deception and involvement in 
the civil war.  It is Odelle who 
discovers what happens to 
Olive but decides in the end 
that there are some secrets 
that cannot be shared. 
 
Jessie Burton cleverly keeps 
the reader interested but 
never sure of how the story 

will unfold.  The plot is 
mysterious and gradually reveals 
the identity of a muse for Odelle 
and Olive, and also the true 
identity of one of the characters.  
The story also provides an 
observation of the relationship 
with a muse and the extent to 
which artists need the approval 
of others more than self-belief. 
 
If you are interested in joining 
the NMDCA Book Club contact 
Gillian Ward 07917 858 752 or  

email gwarde1@hotmail.com 
 

Paul’s Patisserie then 
Marshal’s Bakery occupied the 
unit at the end of the arcade in 
Hiltingbury Road but now there 
is a new enterprise on the site. 
It is managed by Emma 
Marucci  who sent the Miller’s 
Tale a little bit of background to 
the business.  
 
After 12 years in the beauty 
industry and running a salon 
for another company I finally 
took the leap. I started my 
business 4 years ago after 

converting my garage into a beauty 
salon.  I took a part time job in a high 
end private clinic while I started out, 
where I learnt medi-grade 
treatments including laser hair 
removal, chemical peels and facial 
needling.  I found that I really 
enjoyed working in the Aesthetic 
industry and learning new 
treatments that really made a 
difference to people’s lives.  I found 
my business really took off so I left 
the clinic and went full time from 
home.  After 2 years I employed 
Steph to help me,  she managed a 
high end salon in Winchester.  After 

working in the clinic I decided I 
wanted to work towards expanding 
my business and offer nails, beauty 
and aesthetics all under one roof.  It 
took me 4 years to get here but I’m 
so happy that I finally found the 
perfect premises within Chandler’s 
Ford with parking and businesses 
like West One hairdressers and 
Bayleaves Larder that really 
compliment my salon.  I’m a big 
believer in supporting small local 
businesses which is why we will be 
working closely with the hair salon 
and Bayleaves to provide offers 
throughout the year. I’ve taken on 
Ana who has also come from a top 
salon in Southampton and works to 
such a high standard, and Karen 
who is our aesthetic technician. She 
has many years’ experience and her 
knowledge of specialist treatments 
and medigrade products is a real 
asset to Bellissima.  We have all 
new treatments available including 
hot stone massage, Dermaplaning, 
Semi permanent eyebrow tattooing, 
laser hair removal, Dermastamp. 
 As well as manicures, pedicures, 
facials, spray tans, threading, 
Acrylic nail extensions, Russia 
eyelash extensions, lash lift and 
tinting and much more. We also 
have a local GP on to offer Botox 
and Filler.  The salon has been 
designed with clients privacy and 
comfort in mind.  It’s sleek and 
modern, finished to a high standard 
to create a high end beauty salon. 
 The threading area is tucked away 
so clients have privacy, the pedicure 
area has electric reclining chairs 
built for comfort with a partition wall 
so clients don’t feel conscious that 
people are watching.  The treatment 
rooms all have heated beds to aid 
relaxation. The clinic has its own 
private waiting area away from the 
hustle and bustle of the main salon 
so clients can feel comfortable when 
waiting for medi-grade treatments. 
 The staff are trained to the highest 
standard and customer care is our 
top priority.  I wouldn’t have got here 
today if it wasn’t for the support and 
loyalty of our clients.   
For prices and treatments please 
see the Bellissima Facebook page.  
 

BELLISSIMA BEAUTY BUYS BAKERY BUILDING 


