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                      Kids Corner Spot the difference and sudoku answers 

Anagrams 
 

1. Wall clock 

2. Two apples 

3. White cat 

4. Fork and spoon 

5. Strawberries 

6. Girl on chair 

7. Curtains 

8. Bunch of bananas 

NMDCA PROUDLY PRESENT THE 

40
TH

 EDITION OF THE MILLER’S TALE 
40 is a bit of a milestone for lots of things, 
whether it be a significant birthday, a ruby 
anniversary or in our case the celebration 
of 40 issues of our community newsletter 
the Miller’s Tale. For myself, I have to 
admit to involvement as editor since 
issue 5 published in January 1999. It was 
a bit of a shock to discover that I have 
been the editor for over 20 years since I 
took over from the original editor Peter 
Frankum. When Peter said he was going 
to hand over the editor role he was using 
a desktop publishing programme the 
name of which I can’t remember. When I 
discovered I really couldn’t get on with his 
programme I said I would transfer the 
format onto Microsoft Word which he 
assured me wasn’t possible. Always up 
for a challenge I manage to faithfully copy 
his layout using what I recall was Word 
95, a fairly primitive version compared 
with todays version.  Although the Miller’s 
Tale has been updated over the years 
notably with the introduction of colour in 
2005 it has remained more or less the 
same since its inception in 1998.  

 
There have been a great number of 
changes in those 20 years just glancing 
back at issue 2 (for some reason a copy 
of issue 1 was never kept). Remember 
the 01703 telephone numbers which 

briefly preceded the 023 80 code? Most of 
our advertisers featuring in that issue have 
either shut down, their owners having retired 
or the businesses have changed their 
names.  They certainly didn’t mention email 
addresses, websites or Facebook pages 
then! The community hall hosted many 
organisations in the evening: Rainbows, 
Brownies and Aerobics in the list of regulars.  
 
Over the years our newsletter has featured 
coverage of things that have been important 
to Miller’s Dale residents. These include 
getting children safely to school across the 
main road which started with the 
implementation of a ‘walk to school bus’ 
followed by our own lollypop lady then the 
traffic light controlled crossing. There was 
also ‘rat running’ traffic between Baddesley 
Road and Hursley Road which despite 
council surveys is still an ongoing problem. 
Vandalism in the area was an issue at one 
time. The conversion of the former doctors 
surgery car park to public open space and 
the official naming of Vining’s Copse.  
 
The trace of things that were around then 
are now barely perceptible. The doctors 
surgery moved out of it’s house in Ormseby 
Drive. That’s something which now, with the 
aging population on the estate, would be so 
much more useful than the oversubscribed 
surgery at Fryern which it moved to.  How 
many people remember Simkins Garage just 
opposite the exit of North Miller’s Dale. 
Maybe not a real problem for drivers but I 
really appreciated being able to walk there to 
refill my lawn mower petrol can. I guess not 
too many will regret the passing of the 
Tabby Cat which then became the Ashdown 
Arms along the Hiltingbury Road. It was not 
all negative and one huge plus was the 
reopening of the Chandler’s Ford Station 
giving local access to the mainline to London 
via Eastleigh and Parkway as well as direct 
trains to Romsey, Southampton and 
Salisbury.  
 
One of the subjects regularly to be on the 
cover or inside the newsletter has been the 
often imaginative events hosted by the 

Community Association. The theme 
nights, cheese and wine tastings 
and quizzes have always been well 
received and in times gone by the 
Farmhouse green has been covered 
by stalls and entertainments usually 
with the accompaniment of live 
music for our Summer Fayres.    

 
It all leaves one to imagine what 
changes will have happened if or 
when we hit edition 80. There will by 
then, almost certainly, be a 
replacement editor and hopefully lots 
of new blood making up the 
committee and progressing the 
Community Association towards the 
middle of the 21st century. 
 

SPRING INTO SUMMER 

By Gillian Warde 
May is a busy month in the garden, 
there is lots to do to get ready for your 
summer borders. Summer bedding and 
hanging baskets should already have 
been ordered, if not a visit to your local 
garden centre to purchase plants for 
your borders. Beds need to be 

 
Trees, shrubs and hedges all need 
feeding. They can be given a slow 
release fertiliser which can be lightly 
forked into the soil. Roses will also 
benefit from feeding before coming into 
flower. Whilst feeding roses look out for 
signs of blackspot and make sure that 
you treat this with a fungicide. Fuchsia 
and sweet peas can have their tips 
pinched out to help them to bush out. 
Sweet peas will need tying in to 
encourage growth.  
 
Hostas are best divided before the 
leaves appear, however, my husband 
divides his established hostas at any 
time of the year and they seem to 
survive happily because they are so 
tough.  
 
Now is the time to think about watering: 
It is important to check your water butts 
to make sure they are not blocked and 
that they are recycling water. If you 
need to water plants and pots make 
sure that you water early in the morning 
or late at night. Mulch can be applied 
around your perennials, trees and 
shrubs, well-rotted manure can be used 
if you are lucky to have some.  
 
Clematis and honeysuckle need their 
new growth to be tied in. Early flowering 
clematis can be pruned once flowered, 
and dead stems cut out. Climbing and 
rambling roses should also be tied in.   
Any half hardy plants will need hardening 
off. Leave them outside during the day 
and bringing them back under cover at 
night for 7 to 10 days before planting 
outdoors. 

We will be holding a 
Plant swap and table 
top sale, Sunday 12th 
May at 11am 
 
Come and meet your 
neighbours, have a 
coffee and if you have 
plants to swap, please 
bring them along. If you 

prepared by 
digging compost 
or well-rotted 
manure into the 
soil. General 
purpose 
fertiliser, 
pelleted chicken 
manure or fish, 
blood and bone 
can also be dug 
into the soil. 

have had a turn out and have 
things you would like to sell you 
could bring them along to our table 
top sale. If you would like to book a 
table to sell items please email the 
Editor, editor.nmdca@virgin.net. 
The plant swap and table top sale 
will take place in or outside the 
Community Centre beside the 
Hiltonbury Farmhouse pub 
depending on the weather. 
 
 

mailto:editor.nmdca@virgin.net
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the Information 
  board        

 
 
 
To hire the North Millers 
Dale Community Hall  
 
Contact via Phone to:-  
 
Matt on 
02380 274775 
weekdays between 09:00 
and 16:00  
  
When confirmed please 
email: 
editor@nmdca.org.uk  
 
 
Community Hall Keyholder  
 
Doreen Lewry  

 023 80 268562 
 
 
 
 

 

Useful Numbers 
 
Instead of thumbing through the Telephone 

Directory or Yellow pages to find that important 

number, look no further than the Miller’s Tale. 

If you have any suggestions for a useful number 

that is not included please contact us  

Editor Millers Tale Charles  023 8026 8562  

  Gillian 07917 858 752 

Emergencies  

Electricity (Power Cuts)  0800 072 7282  

Gas ( escapes)   0800 111999  

Police ( non urgent )  101  

Southern Water   0330 303 0368  

 

Schools  

Hiltingbury Infant School  023 8026 5414  

Hiltingbury Junior School  023 8026 1808  

Knightwood Primary  023 8026 1900  

Merdon County Junior School  023 8026 5255  

Thornden Secondary School  023 8026 9722  

Toynbee Secondary School  023 8026 9026  

 

Post Office  

4 Ashdown Road   0345 722 3344  

 

Local Services  

Chandlers Ford Library  0300 555 1387  

Eastleigh Tourist Information 023 8026 5500  

Eastleigh Borough Council  023 8068 8000  

Blue Star Buses   01202 338 421 

Zelabus   02380 644 715  

Southampton Int Airport  0844 481 7777  

Red Funnel Ships   023 8001 9192  

Railway Enquiries   0871 244 1545  

 

Medical Services  

Park Surgery, Hursley Road  023 8025 2131  

St Francis Surgery, Valley Park  023 8025 2131  

Boyatt Wood Surgery  023 8061 2051  

Fryern Surgery   023 8027 3252  

Eastleigh Health Centre  023 8061 2032  

Southampton General Hospital  023 8077 7222  

Winchester Hospital  01962 86 3535  

 

Dentists  

Hursley Road Dental Practice  

157 Hursley Road   023 8026 7141  

Vital Dental Care  

67 Bournemouth Rd  023 8026 7889 

   
 

By the Editor 
40th celebrations don’t 

come round every day so 
we are very proud of this one and despite the 
production ups and downs we have 
published 40 editions of the Miller’s Tale.   
 I am very lucky to have the additional 
skills and enthusiasm of Gillian as co-editor 
and you may have noticed with her input we 
are now back to a regular quarterly 
newsletter which was the original remit when 
we started 20+ years ago. Had we been 
more consciensious and organised 
throughout the twenty years we could have 
been celebrating our 80th edition!  
 Many people who move to 
Chandler’s Ford find this is the area they 
choose to spend a large percentage of their 
lives and this is in no small part due to the 
thriving local community. It’s that special 
element that engenders a feeling of 
belonging. We have recently featured some 
new businesses that have just started up in 
our area but there are also many that have 
been here as long as most residents can 
remember. We are planning to try to find out 
a little bit more about one or two of these and 
see why they have chosen to make this their 
home. 
 I, for one, have lived in Chandler’s 
Ford and indeed on North Miller’s Dale since 
1983 after an earlier life spent in Kent and 
London. Despite some difficult times in the 
90s when I was forced to commute to 
Nottingham and London I could never bring 
myself to move away from my Chandler’s 
Ford base.  
 Judith Gradjeski brought to my 
attention an item on the agenda of the 
Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury Local Area 
Committee Meeting which has re-appeared 
after being fairly quiet since we highlighted it 
back in 2002. The issue of traffic around 
North Miller’s Dale which was originally 
concerns over ‘rat running’ is now joined by 
problems with parking along the road. I 
published a link to the transcript of the 
minutes of the meeting on the NMDCA 
website and the subject is to be discussed 
further at the next meeting. These meetings 
held at the Dovetail Centre are open to the 
public and you would be welcome to attend if 
interested.   

 

Or drop articles into: 
8 Weavers Place  

North Millers Dale 
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NMDCA QUIZ 

 

 

 

 

By Phil Heller 
In February, NMDCA held one of 
its regular quiz nights. It was well 
attended with a full room in the 
Miller’s Dale Hall. Many of our 
regular ‘quizzers’ attended and 
there was the welcome addition 
of some new faces. 
 
 The quiz had some new 
features, notably a music round 
based on guessing singers and 
artists but playing hangman. 
This allowed some teams who 
were not necessarily music buffs 
to still score well in this round. 
There was another round where 
the teams had to guess the 
answers to decathlon events, US 
States, and Monopoly squares 
 
 From a quizmasters point of 
view, having a new winner (The 
Banana Splits) was pleasing. 
The scoring was very close with 
only one correct question 
separating first and second 
place. Even more pleasing was 
that five teams were vying for 
first place at the beginning of the 
last round with only four points 
covering the first five places. So 
commiserations to ‘Mollon and 
Smith’ who were beaten at the 
last gasp. and also the ‘Great 
Ormsbys’, the ‘Benmore Bears’ 
and the wonderfully named 
‘Dribblehead Viaduct’ who were 
well in contention right up to the 
end.  
 
 For those of you interested 
in quizzes , I am running a quiz 
on 31 May at the Railway 
Institute on behalf of the Lions 
Club . They are fund raising for a 

      A BRIDGE TOO FAR? 

      By Phil Heller 
 

In the last issue, NMDCA asked if anyone was interested in starting a 
bridge club, scrabble club or playing board games. We only received a 
single response (from Dave Boyes, thank you) but the answer totally fulfilled 
the aim of the article.  

 
Every Friday, at the Fryern Community Centre (by the Recreation 

ground at the back of Waitrose) there is a bridge tutoring class held in the 
morning. With more competitive playing for more experienced players in the 
afternoon. The tutoring in the morning is very helpful and supportive and 
costs just £2, and for that you get tea and biscuits as well. So if you want to 
learn bridge but do not have a partner or are just concerned that you do not 
want to commit to regular playing, this may be for you! 

 
Their website also suggests that you can play board games on a Friday 

morning. On investigation it was found that not many board games were 
played but it was possible to play table tennis. It is free to attend that 
session, and again you get tea and cake. Donations are welcomed. 

 
It would still be good for NMDCA to start a bridge club, scrabble club or 

other card or board games. We are well aware that it is possible to play at 
Fryern or through University of the Third Age. However, those meetings are 
during the day and therefore people who could only participate in the 
evenings would not be able to join in  

 
So we re-issue our invitation to get in touch with the Editor if anyone is 

interested in any of these types of events.  
 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

By Charles Lewry 
I have recently taken on the role of 
Neighbourhood Watch Area 
Coordinator and am aware that the 
coverage of North Miller’s Dale is a bit 
patchy. If your road is in the scheme 
you should have a NW sign up on a 
lampost to indicate membership. If 
not and you would like to learn more 
about or enrol in the scheme then 
contact me on editor@nmdca.org.uk 
for more information.  
 
There are benefits to being a member 
including a more secure environment 
and reduction in insurance premiums 
with some insurers. It is really worth 
considering and talking to your 
neighbours and getting them on 
board too.  

new Community Bus, which is an excellent cause and all proceeds 
on the night will go towards that aim. 
 
 Tickets are £8 per person (teams of four) and for that you get 
a ploughman’s supper as well as star prizes and spot prizes. To 
register your team, contact 07771 614909 or contact the Lions by 
emailing dkandiah@yahoo.co.uk  
 

mailto:dkandiah@yahoo.co.uk
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Can you spot the differences; there are 15 
See back page for answers 

Kids Corner 

Can you rearrange 
these anagrams to 
match things in the 
picture? 

1. Call kc owl 
2. Alsop wept 
3. Eat witch 
4. Non food 

parks 
5. Barrier stews 

6. Hiring Carlo 
7. Ruin acts 
8. Hana fauns cobb 

By Charles Lewry 
With the Christmas binges well out of 

the way and the weather warming up it’s a 
great time to be thinking about getting out 
and burning off some pounds. If regular 
exercise isn’t really your thing then it is 
wise not to rush into, but to introduce your 
body to it gently. It is worth avoiding the 
temptation of signing up for a gym 
membership at least in the early stages.  

Walking is a great way of making a 
start and best of all it’s free! As you may 
know NMDCA organise a walk on the first 
Tuesday of every month to which 
everybody is welcome. It’s a gentle three 
mile local walk starting from the 
Farmhouse at 10:30. In addition there are 
regular weekly walks run by Health Walks 
in our area. Every Tuesday and Thursday 
walks start from the Chandler’s Ford 
Station Car Park at 14:00 and 10:00 
respectively. Also, there is a walk from the 
Cleveland Bay on Saturdays at 10:30. 
These are also free to join in with. In due 
course we are planning to affiliate our 
NMD walk with the Health Walks scheme.      

Running is a more intensive way to 
burn off the calories and after the initial 
purchase of some trainers a relatively cost 
free exercise regime. If you want to do 
your running with other like minded 
individuals there are Park Runs to help 
maintain the momentum. Eastleigh, 
Winchester and Southampton organise 
weekly runs. The nearest one in Easleigh 
starts at Fleming Park Old Golf Course at 
09:30 every Saturday. Entry to the event 
is free although you do need to register.  

Moving up a gear there are at least a 
couple of running clubs in Chandler’s 
Ford. The Chandlers Ford Community 
Running Group have a beginners night on 
Mondays and meet four other days for 
runs of other durations. In addition there is 
Chandler’s Ford Running who are a 
branch of Eastleigh Running Club and 
meet at Knightwood Leisure Centre 
Tuesday nights. Additional information 
can be found on their Facebook pages.  

There are quite a few leisure centres 
in our area most of them operated by the 
Places Leisure organisation in conjunction 
with the Borough Councils. These include 
Knightwood Leisure Centre in Valley Park, 
the new Fleming Park complex in 
Eastleigh, the Romsey Rapids Sports 
Complex and River Park in Winchester.  

At the Valley Park centre there is a 
gym and also a multi-use sports hall that 
can be available for games of badminton, 
short tennis and much more. 

There is also an independent facility 

FIT FOR NOTHING 

 
in the Chandler’s Ford industrial estate. 
The 3D Health & Fitness gym, formally 
known as Bodysound, offers a range of 
exercise courses from Monday to 
Saturday. Their facility is in Trafalgar 
Close and details can be found on their 
website at: 
www.3dhealthandfitness.co.uk/chandlers-ford 

Of course many of you will have 
seen the arrival of the new sports building 
on the Hiltingbury Rec due to open in 
June. This is planned to have a four court 
sports hall, two fitness studios and 
changing facilities. Like or loathe the 
exterior cladding it will become a 
welcome addition to our local facilities. 

So our area offers lots of options to 

 

 
 

 

 

By Gillian Warde 
The North Miller’s Dale book club meets monthly. We enjoy a range of books 

from all types of genres. Our recent read, ‘The Left Hand of Darkness’ by Ursula La 

Guin, took us all out of our comfort zone and into the world of science fiction. The 

books we have read have all resulted in lively discussion about the plot, the author and 
the themes explored.  

I have posted a copy of our chosen reads because some of the books may interest 

others in North Miller’s Dale.  

Month Title  Author Genre  

February Tattooist of 

Auschwitz 

Heather Morris Historical Fiction, 

Biographical Fiction 

March The Left Hand of 

Darkness           

Ursula La Guin  Science Fiction 

April The Penguin 

Lessons  

Tom Michell  Autobiography/Travel 

May Good Omens Terry Prachett/Neil 

Gaiman 

Horror fiction, Fantasy, 

Humorous Fiction 

June The Great 

Alone              

Kristin Hannah Domestic fiction 

 July The Girl in the Letter Emily Gunnis Historical, mystery 

suspense 

August Normal People Sally Rooney Modern Romance 

September The Go between L P Hartley Modern Classic 

October Beauchamp Hall or 

any other book by 
Danielle Steel   

Danielle Steel  Romance Contemporary 

November Ruth Elizabeth Gaskell Social Novel, Penguin 
classic 

December Camino Island John Grisham Crime  

January 

2020 

White Tiger Aravind Adiga Novel, Mystery, 

Picaresque Fiction, 

 

get out and shake off the winter blues 
from gentle strolls to a full on work out. In 
the words of a well-known shoe 
manufacturer ‘Just Do It’ 

Each row,  

column,and nine  

square box must contain  

each number 1 -9 only once 
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By Charles Lewry 
As part of our planned series featuring long established 
businesses in Chandler’s Ford we are starting with Men’s 
World International Hairdressing.  Les Oakley has certainly 
been around as long as I can remember in fact he tells me 
that he has been the proprietor of the hairdressers in the 
Central Precinct since 1974 and at 45 years has been resident 
in the precinct longer than any other trader. 
 
There have been a lot of changes over the years, notably for 
businesses, with the building of Carrefour which became 
Asda. That, he said, was the death knell of the precinct as a 
shopping complex but the businesses that did stay became 
specialist businesses. Because appointments were made for 
his business on the telephone, it wasn’t necessary to be on 
the main road. 
 
Les started work shortly after his initial training at 
Southampton Technical College as a ladies hairdresser and 
shopman on board a ship (the Fairstar) bound with emigrants 
for Australia paying a £10 passage.  But, finding nautical life a 

bit confining his career moved to several businesses in and around 
Southampton.  He then made the move to Chandler’s Ford, 
working with another hairdresser who had also been at sea. They 
worked successfully together for some years before his colleague 
decided to move on and Les bought out the business. 
 
When he started in Chandler’s Ford, Les had only planned a 
temporary stay of three months or so because he thought the area 
was a bit rustic.  When Les changed from Ladies to Men’s 
hairdressing it was around the end of the traditional barbers and 
long hair had become fashionable.  Because of his background in 
Ladies hair he was able to adapt the styles and techniques to 
Men’s hair and thereby became successful.  
 
Les, now seventy, following a serious cycle accident last year is 
running down his time at the salon to two days a week but Mike 
who has been working with Les for over thirty years is continuing 
the workload with new recruit and accomplished hairdresser, John. 
Les has run two marathons, the most recent being the London last 
year. This is in support of his other passion which is the Myositis 
UK charity.  Les is in fact trustee and chairman of the charity.  
Visitors to the Central Precinct may well have noticed Men’s World 
salon because of its substantial outside display of second hand 
books. An enterprise which to date has raised the not insubstantial 
sum of £61,000. 
 
His efforts were recognised in 2008 with a trip to Buckingham Palace 
when Prince Charles presented Les the award of an MBE for services 
to people with Myositis (muscle disease). He became a champion for 
the cause of promoting research into little known Juvenile 
Dermatomyositis when his eldest daughter was diagnosed with the 
rare condition. This was only shortly after buying out the business and 
with the need to spend many days at a London Hospital being a sole 
trader at the time the business began to suffer. But with the 
perseverance and dedication of the doctors at Hammersmith hospital 
she made a recovery and is now married with a 3 year old son and 
the shop recovered too. Les and his wife Irene set up the charity with 
a young doctor Christine Saunders, who sadly passed away in 1987 
from cancer, to provide support for other parents and fund research. 
They now help people with all forms of myositis. 

A CUT ABOVE THE REST 
A Cut Above The Rest Con’d 
 
One of the lesser known benefits of being an MBE or any 
other Royal Honour is the privilege to be able to use the 
chapel in St Pauls Cathedral for family weddings and 
christenings.  This was a facility that Les and Irene made 
use of for the wedding of their eldest daughter.  They had a 
choir, a trumpeter, an opera singer and a Canon to perform 
the ceremony, all of which was threatened when they were 
held up for an hour in London traffic.  The panic was 
compounded by the rehearsal meeting with the Canon who 
had told them they don’t do ‘lateness’. On arrival the Canon 
and other Cathedral dignitaries were seen at the top of the 
steps looking like thunder. But, despite appearances they 
were actually sympathetic and aware of the situation.  They 
welcomed them in and the ceremony went ahead and after 
a rocky start it became a fabulous memorable day. 
 
 

Over the years in the Central Precinct Les says there have been 
episodes that could have been taken from the scripts of East 
Enders or Coronation Street.  Most notably was the shooting 
outside the bank when a raiding London Gang were ambushed 
by the police following a tip off.  The police had gone round the 
shops telling staff to lock their doors as they thought there might 
be another gunman at large. Unfortunately Mike, who had gone 
out to investigate the commotion after hearing the first shot, 
couldn’t get back in as staff could not unlock the door from the 
inside as it has warped.  Luckily the second gunman was not a 
reality. 
 
Les may be reducing his hours of work but the business will still 
continue to thrive under Mike and John’s stewardship.  Les, in 
semi-retirement, sees himself still very much involved and 
carrying on his charity work whilst he can.  If you would like to 
read more about the charity you can find further information of 
the website at http://www.myositis.org.uk/  
For a hairdressing appointment telephone 02380 261503 
 
 

Another business that has been in existence since 
shortly after the building of the North Miller’s Dale 
estate is The Picture Framing Shop in Hiltingbury 
Road. It was established in 1987 and the owner Niki 
tells us a little more about the shop: 
 
‘We like to think that we are so much more than a 
framing shop... in fact, most of our lovely customers 
describe us as an ‘Aladdin’s Cave’... and they’ve got a 
point! 

PICTURE PERFECT 

 

 
Over three floors, along with our bespoke framing service, we sell a 
huge range of art materials, craft materials, needlecraft, ribbons, 
readymade frames, furniture and gifts. There’s also a Fine Art Gallery 
with limited edition prints by artists including Doug Hyde, David 
Shepherd, Sam Toft and Mackenzie Thorpe as well as signed originals. 
 

And it doesn’t stop there. The last few months 
have seen exciting changes and alongside the 
shop is now the wonderful Frith Dimension Art 
Gallery and working studio where you can 
purchase original works of art. What’s more, 
Frith has now opened a workspace downstairs 
incorporating a ceramic studio where she 
gives art lessons to both children and adults 
on a weekly basis, and works on her next 
exhibition every opportunity she gets!  
 
Please do come and see us for frames, paints, crafts or just to browse, we’re always happy to 
have a chat about all things arty. We’re open Monday to Saturday 9am-5.30pm.’ 
 
For enquiries call The Picture Framing Shop on 02380 261 611,  
 
or for more information about art lessons email Frith:  
frith dimension@gmail.com 
 

http://www.myositis.org.uk/

