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WATCHING OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD  

YOUR CARRIAGE AWAITS 

By Phil Heller 
How about a coach trip to the award-winning Bath 
Christmas Market which runs from 28th 
November to 15th December and has been voted 
the best Christmas market in the UK.  With 
around 150 chalets spread out across Bath’s 
picturesque Georgian streets, it’s the perfect 
place to do a spot of Christmas shopping. Bath is 
nice place to visit at any time and is even more 
enchanting in the lead up to Christmas. So if 
there is sufficient interest, we will organise a 
coach trip on a weekend. We are proposing 
provisionally 30th November and the trip will be at 
cost. 
If this is successful and there is enough demand 
we may consider more coach trips for next year. 
One suggestion is Bletchley Park where the code 
breakers of World War 2 developed the Enigma 
Machine. The exhibition and house are newly 
improved and is always an interesting day out. 
The other idea stems from the interest in our plant 
swap. Looking around the estate there are clearly 
a number of keen gardeners, we could consider 
running a coach trip to somewhere like Wisley on 
the A3 just north of Guildford. Going on a coach 
trip would help you to get to know your 
neighbours and enjoy the day out without having 
to drive back at the end of it  
We have also been considering a skittles evening 
in January for family and friends. 
We look forward to seeing you at one of our 
events.  
 
 
 
 
 

WALKING GROUP 

NOW AFFILIATED 

 
By Charles Lewry 
Those of you who have been on our most recent 
walks will have noticed a slight change at the 
start of the walks. Since the introduction of the 
monthly walks early last year myself, Neville and 
Phil have been on a course to qualify as official 
Walk Leaders for the national ‘Walking for Health’ 
scheme. So our walks are now affiliated to that 
scheme. Walkers will be given a registration card 
which among other things qualifies the holder to a 
10% discount at Millets and Cotswold Outdoor 
Ltd. There are also listings of other Health Walks 
in the area with times and dates which is a useful 
reference if you want to join in with other walks. 
Other than that, not much is different as it seems 
we were conducting our walks in close to the 
approved fashion anyway.  
It is becoming harder to devise new routes but I 
am still challenging myself with finding new cuts 
and pathways that I’ve not been along before to 
surprise regulars. I often hear the comment made 
that  ‘we’ve lived here for years and never knew 
that existed’.  
So, we’re now well into our second year and are 
always pleased to welcome new walkers and 
regulars to join us. It is held on the first Tuesday 
of every month, meeting at 10:30 outside the 
Hiltonbury Farmhouse for a gentle walk around 
the area. Usually it is around three miles and 
takes between an hour and an hour and a half.   

 

NW schemes increase surveillance. 
Visible surveillance was a significant deterrent to crime 
and disorder. Most offences against property are 
committed by stealth and the last thing offenders 
desire is to be recognised.  
 
NW schemes alter offenders’ perception of risk. 
Advertising a street as a ‘Neighbourhood Watch’ area 
through notices in windows and lampposts alerts 
criminals to the prospect of being seen and identified. 
If residents are watching out for each others’ property it 
is more likely that they will notice suspicious events, 
people or vehicles, which might enhance the prospects 
of conviction.  
 
NW schemes alter the behaviour of residents.  
NW schemes encourage residents to protect their own 
and their neighbours’ property. Property marking 
schemes are designed to make stolen goods more 
difficult to sell and ‘security surveys’ encourage ‘target-
hardening’. 
 
NW schemes encourage other forms of informal 
social and neighbourhood cohesion. 
 A major study concluded that the single most 
influential factor in propelling an area into a spiral of 
decline was ‘residential instability’. In neighbourhoods 
where residents came and went frequently, small 
lapses from ‘acceptable behaviour’ were informally 
tolerated because no one was sure what the prevailing 
standards were amongst people who hardly had time 
to get to know each other. NW schemes may help 
increase community cohesion, which can bring people 
together around a common concern and establish 
informal ‘standards’. 

By Charles Lewry 
In a  bid to encourage greater coverage of 
Neighbourhood Watch across the whole of 
the North Miller’s Dale estate we are 
asking residents to think about whether 
your street would benefit from being part 
of the scheme. With the reduction in 
Policing throughout the country, the part 
that Neighbourhood Watch plays, 
increasingly becomes more important as a 
secondary defence.  
Our local PCSO, Lucinda Mack provided 
us with some crime statistics for the 
Hiltingbury West area for the last six 
months broken up into two three month 
periods. 
 

Crime Last 3 
Months 

Previous 
3 Months 

Violence without 
injury 11 8 

Violence with injury 2 5 

Robbery 2 5 

Residential Burglary 2 2 

Bicycle Theft 1 0 

Other Theft 2 4 

Criminal Damage 2 6 

Public Order 1 1 

Anti-Social Behaviour 3 7 
 
The ‘violence without injury’ were mostly 
domestic related and with multiple 
incidents occurring at the same address.  
With on-line shopping being very much in 
vogue at the moment, delivery vans 
driving into streets is a regular occurrence. 
So much so that you may not even give 
them a second glance, but are you sure it 
is a delivery or is it someone cruising 
round in an unmarked van looking for 
easy pickings? Just writing down the 
number plate could be a vital clue for the 
police should the unthinkable happen later 
on.  Most importantly if you see something 
suspicious let the police know by phoning 
101. 
Keeping an eye out for elderly or less 
mobile neighbours can be rewarding for 
both parties and will help engender a 
feeling of belonging to a caring 
community. In these days of increased  

 
intolerance that’s got to be a 
good thing.  Sometimes the 
elderly can be more at risk 
from cyber-crime and scams 
so sensible advice from 
computer literate neighbours 
can prevent massive financial 
losses and considerable 
distress. 
In both crime prevention and 
creating a safer environment 
the Neighbourhood Scheme 
has a part to play which is 
sometimes underestimated.  A 
recent study published by the 
College of Policing discovered 

that ‘When all the data was 

considered together, the 

review found that 

Neighbourhood Watch 

programmes were associated 

with a relative reduction in 

crime of between 16 and 26 

per cent’ 
There were other findings 
within the report which 
strongly made the point about 
the value of local schemes in 
reducing crime. Some of which 
are shown in the column to the 
right.  
If you would like to set up a 
scheme in your road then 
please get in touch with me at 
editor@nmdca.org.uk. 
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the Information 
  board        

 
 
 
To hire the North Millers 
Dale Community Hall  
 
Contact via Phone to:-  
 
Matt on 
02380 274775 
weekdays 09:00 - 16:00  
or email 
hoot@littledelwood.com 
  
When confirmed please 
email: 
editor@nmdca.org.uk 

  
 
Community Hall Keyholder  
 
Doreen Lewry  

 023 80 268562 
doreen@nmdca.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Useful Numbers 
 
Instead of thumbing through the Telephone 

Directory or Yellow pages to find that important 

number, look no further than the Miller’s Tale. 

If you have any suggestions for a useful number 

that is not included please contact us  

Editor Millers Tale Charles  023 8026 8562  

  Gillian 07917 858 752 

Emergencies  

Electricity (Power Cuts)  0800 072 7282  

Gas ( escapes)   0800 111999  

Police ( non urgent )  101  

Southern Water   0330 303 0368  

 

Schools  

Hiltingbury Infant School  023 8026 5414  

Hiltingbury Junior School  023 8026 1808  

Knightwood Primary  023 8026 1900  

Merdon County Junior School  023 8026 5255  

Thornden Secondary School  023 8026 9722  

Toynbee Secondary School  023 8026 9026  

 

Post Office  

4 Ashdown Road   0345 722 3344  

 

Local Services  

Chandlers Ford Library  0300 555 1387  

Eastleigh Tourist Information 023 8026 5500  

Eastleigh Borough Council  023 8068 8000  

Blue Star Buses   01202 338 421 

Zelabus   02380 644 715  

Southampton Int Airport  0844 481 7777  

Red Funnel Ships   023 8001 9192  

Railway Enquiries   0871 244 1545  

 

Medical Services  

Park Surgery, Hursley Road  023 8025 2131  

St Francis Surgery, Valley Park  023 8025 2131  

Boyatt Wood Surgery  023 8061 2051  

Fryern Surgery   023 8027 3252  

Eastleigh Health Centre  023 8061 2032  

Southampton General Hospital  023 8077 7222  

Winchester Hospital  01962 86 3535  

 

Dentists  

Hursley Road Dental Practice  

157 Hursley Road   023 8026 7141  

Vital Dental Care  

67 Bournemouth Rd  023 8026 7889 

   
 

 By the Editor 

                                     This issue has got to be 

one of the most packed editions to date. There 

just seems to be so much going on in North 

Miller’s Dale at the moment. So hopefully there 

will be something to interest everybody in this 

issue. Certainly it has been satisfying as editor to 

actually have to edit to get everything in.   

 

Following the AGM, the committee has had a bit 

of a change around and I take this opportunity to 

thank Richard Mollon for his eighteen years as 

Chairman and we are pleased that he will be 

continuing in his other role as treasurer. We are 

also delighted to welcome Gillian Warde as our 

new Chairman/Chairperson. Doreen Lewry has 

officially taken on the role of Secretary which she 

has been covering unofficially for some years. 

With Phil Heller rejoining the team as vice 

chairman we are hoping that 2019/20 is going to 

be an exciting year with renewed enthusiasm for 

events, activities and problem solving within the 

community.  

 

Whilst researching the Draper’s Tools article I 

spoke to their receptionist at the Hursley Road 

site and discovered that Paula had been a 

resident of Chandler’s Ford since 1963 and kept 

a pony in one of the Vining Farm outbuildings. 

She remembers growing up around what is now 

the North Miller’s Dale estate long before the 

houses appeared in the early 80s. Paula 

recounted a tale of an accident she had on her 

pony caused by a ditch near the cricket ground 

(adjacent to Cricket Copse) and how both she 

and the pony were knocked out, following the 

fall. I may try to do an article in the future with 

anecdotes of memories pre- Miller’s Dale from 

some of the Chandler’s Ford residents who 

remember the original Hiltonbury Farm which I 

believe was a social centre at the time.  

 

Many of you may be aware that North Miller’s 
Dale was part of the land previously owned by 
the Cranbury Estate. The house which is well 
tucked back into the estate opened its gardens 
to the public on the 9th June. They do this 
annually in aid of charity. In addition to the 
garden there was also a substantial collection of 
horse drawn carriages and baby prams on 
display. The estate has hosted some interesting 
residents and visitors over the years most 
notable being Isaac Newton and William 
Wordsworth. So I would suggest keeping an eye 
out for next years open day as it’s a visit well 
worth making. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Or drop articles into: 
8 Weavers Place  

North Millers Dale 
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By Gillian Warde 
Summer brings common challenges 
to the garden but the main two are 
keeping it in good shape and being 
able to enjoy the results of all our 
hard work.  
Garden pots are beautiful, but they 
are hard work. Flowers need dead-
heading to keep the plants flowering. 
Pots can overheat so you need to 

By Viv Overstall 
In June the Book Club read 
Good Omens by Terry Pratchett 
and Neil Gaiman which was 
written in 1990.  It has since 

become a cult classic and TV series.  It is a 
zany comical fantasy about the supernatural 
and the end of the world. 
It is about the friendly and co-operative 
relationship between Aziraphale, a kind angel, 
and  Crowley, a snakelike junior demon and 
their attempts to avert Armageddon.  
Aziraphale owns an antiquarian book shop and 
wants to find Agnes Nutter’s ‘Nice and 
Accurate Prophecies’ of which there is only 
one remaining copy.  Crowley is laid back and 
loves being in the twentieth century.  He drives 
a 1926 black Bentley which is in keeping with 
his dark side. The two have an arrangement 
even though one works for Heaven and the 
other for Hell. 
The book starts at the beginning of Creation 
when mankind becomes mortal for eating the 
forbidden apple in the Garden of Eden.  It then 
jumps to the twentieth century just before the 
onset of the end of days (the last battle 
between Heaven and Hell).  There is a cast of 
characters including the four horsemen of the 
apocalypse, witches, witch finders, Madame 
Tracy a colourful medium and an 11 year old 

NMDCA BOOK CLUB REVIEW 

By Gillian Warde 
In May we held a plant swap 
and coffee morning on the 
Green by the Community hall.  
Firstly, a big thank you to all 
the people who brought plants 
along for the swap, we were 
really pleased by the variety 
and the number of plants we 
received. Secondly thank you 
to those who came to support 
us. It was nice because the 
weather was good, and we 
were able to sit outside, have a 
coffee and chat to people who 
we hadn’t met before.  
People who bought plants  

were able to swap them and others were sold 
for 50p, larger plants were a bit more. We think 
that the response was good enough to consider 
repeating this event next year.  

 

MAY PLANT SWAP AND TABLE TOP SALE 

ensure that they are well watered, 
however do not stand them in 
water because this can encourage 
root rot. Water early in the day to 
avoid mildew, however, if you 
must water in the afternoon try to 
leave time for foliage to dry. If you 
can only water occasionally, try to 
water plants deeply and use that 
opportunity to simultaneously feed 
and correct mineral deficiencies. 
Don’t cut your lawn too low, this 
can result in brown, bare and 
weed infested lawns. Mow your 
lawn as high as you can. Longer 
turf will wear and look better. 
Fresh lawn clippings are great for 
the compost and for mulching 
shrubberies but only apply in a 

thin layer.  
Use your time wisely. It is not 
always possible to do all you want 
to in the garden. If you are short 
of time but want your garden to 
look cared for, a few strategically 
placed flowering plants and a 
freshly edged lawn will give your 
garden a lift.  
Enjoy your garden this summer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LATE SUMMER GARDEN TIPS 

boy called Adam and his gang called ‘Them’.  
The many sub-plots give a sense of momentum 
in a race against time. 
The shared writing between Terry and Neil is 
seamless.  The narrative is clever, very 
amusingly written and underneath there is a 
message to make the reader think about (like 
saving the planet before it is too late).  Our book 
club was divided in its opinion on this book 
however, and true to a cult classic, it is probably 
a book you will either enthuse about or not get 
on with. 
 

 

Would you like to 
advertise your 

business or service in 
the Miller’s Tale? 

 
An advert this size 
would only cost £16. 

For other sizes, shapes 
and prices contact 

editor@nmdca.org.uk. 
Distributed to 400 
houses on North 
Miller’s Dale 

 

mailto:hoot@littledelwood.com
mailto:editor@nmdca.org.uk
mailto:doreen@nmdca.org.uk
mailto:editor@nmdca.org.uk
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Kids Corner 

TRAFFIC HAZARDS ON NORTH MILLER’S DALE 

 

 

By Charles Lewry 
The Hiltingbury Sports Hall 
known by some as the ‘Minecraft’ 
building opened its doors to 
paying customers on Monday 
24th June. I was able to look 
around the facility a few days in 
advance and meet sports 
assistant Gemma Adsett and 
Team Leader Geoff Mitchinson. 
Last minute work was being done 
to the floor of the main hall but 
the multicoloured court markings 
for Netball, Basketball, 5 a side 
Football, Futsal, Short Tennis, 
Badminton, Volleyball and 
Indoor Tennis were already in 

place.  Key  operated  lockers 
and   changing   rooms    with  
showers are also downstairs. Above, 
are areas that can be reached by stairs 
or an accessible lift. There are three 
studios ranging from the smallest at 
40sqm to the largest at around 
130sqm which overlooks the main hall 
below. These are already attracting 
bookings from local Pilates, Yoga and 
Fitness classes.   
Bookings for studios and the main hall 
can be made by dropping in to the 
reception area, by phone, on line via 
the Facebook page or through an 
online booking facility which will show 
times when courts are available. Fees 
will vary depending on whether off 
peak (before 4) or peak (after 4) and 
would be typically £6 or £9 for an 
hours badminton court hire. In addition 
if you wanted to try out a sport then 
loan equipment will be available to 
borrow from reception.  

 
Gemma and Geoff waiting to welcome customers to 

the new £1.5M sports facility 

 

HILTINGBURY SPORTS HALL OPEN 

 
ARE YOU SITTING COMFORTABLY 

By Pam Holden Brown 
A list has been produced with suggestions for 
benches on North Millers Dale.  The idea is 
that residents walking back from the shops 
would have a chance to rest along the way.  
The position which is probably most likely to 
be accepted by the Committee is at the 
entrance to the footpath through the estate 
from the Hiltingbury/Hursley Road traffic lights 
but discussions will take place at the Parish 
Council. So, if anyone has a suggestion they 
can contact editor@nmdca.org.uk 

 

KINDERGARTEN 

UPDATE 

By Matt Vázquez 
Since opening in February this year, 
the children and the team at Little 
Delwood Kindergarten have been 
having a fantastic time, enjoying the 
beautiful (and unpredictable!) Spring 
weather, and making the most of the 
wonderful surrounding areas that we 
are so lucky to be a part of. 
When it was announced back 
towards the end of 2018 that Yellow 
Dot Kindergarten would be closing 
after over 20 years, our concern 
was for the children and families 
that have come to rely on the 
childcare provision. Thankfully, with 
the opening of Little Delwood 
Kindergarten, we have been able to 
continue providing quality childcare 
and disruption has been kept 
minimal. 
From sowing and growing to baking 

and cooking, the children of Little Delwood have never 
been busier, with a wide range of fun and exciting 
activities to enjoy every day. We take our regular walks 
around the estate or to Flexford Nature Reserve. We’ve 
celebrated Easter, Mother’s Day and Father’s Day with 
the children, and even had the pleasure of being visited 

by local author Anne Wan, who 
read us her new story ‘Manner’s Fit 
For The Queen’! 
We would like to take the 
opportunity to give thanks to the 
parents and families that have stuck 
with us through the transition and 
donated resources to help get us 
started and to our local neighbours 
and community in North Miller’s 
Dale for all of their kindness, help 
and support over the past few 
months. We are very excited about 
the future of Little Delwood 
Kindergarten, and already our 
spaces for September are starting 
to fill up nicely! 
 If you’d like to consider sending 
your child to our Kindergarten, or if 
you would like to hire the hall for 
parties, etc., give us a call on 02380 
274 775, or drop us an email at 
hoot@littledelwood.com 
 

By Doreen Lewry 
Following reports about speeding, 
parking and near misses on North Millers 
Dale causing difficulty for residents to 
drive out of side roads safely, a Senior 
Engineer Specialist did a traffic study. 

The most complaints were from the area near 
to the HIltonbury Farmhouse, when at busy 
times, cars have been parked in the bus stop 
and around the blind bend. There have been 
complaints from all round the estate where 
most side roads join NMD. The LAC 
recommended measures to raise awareness of 
driver’s speed by installing speed limit 
reminders and speed data recorders and road 
markings to highlight the pedestrian crossings 
to encourage drivers to slow down. Parking 
restrictions, yellow lines, are to be painted left 
and right of the entrance to The Deanery and to 
be extended round the blind bend to prevent 
cars parking there and causing road safety 
issues. The bus stop opposite the Pub is to be 
marked and yellow lines from there up to the 
entrance of Cranford Gardens.   

Councillor J Grajewski recommended that any 
vegetation on Highway land should be cut 
back at junctions for better visibility. The 
situation is to be monitored by the EBC 
Engineers. 
Charles Lewry carried out his own unofficial 
survey about visibility for cars and pedestrians 
coming out of side roads on the estate. He 
found that Stratfield Way has the worst visibility 
in both directions giving drivers only 4 seconds 
to get out safely, assuming a speed of 30mph. 
Avonbourne has only 3.3 seconds in one 
direction while 4 other roads have 4 seconds in 
one direction. If all residents kept to the speed 
limit of 30mph and 25mph on the blind bend, 
perhaps this would encourage non-residents to 
drive slower too. We want the estate to be 
safer for everyone.  
 

By Doreen Lewry 
The NMDCA AGM was held on 11/6/19 
with 20 residents present. Gillian Warde 
was elected as our new Chair, Phil Heller 
as Vice-chair, Richard Mollon as 
Treasurer and Doreen Lewry as 
Sectretary. General Committee members 
elected were Dave Boyes, Richard 
Gower, Graham Hooper, Rachel Hunt, 
Kala Khandiah, Charles Lewry and 
Ursula Nicol. Pam Holden-Brown is 
representative from The Parish Council. 
Richard Mollon was thanked for his 
service as Chairman for many years.  
In the last year, NMDCA have put on a 
Quiz night, a plant swap and table top 
sale, also monthly walking and book 
groups. Meetings have been held with 
the owner and manager of the Hiltonbury 
Farmhouse to discuss any issues with 
residents. These have been noise, 

parking, cooking smells and damage to 
trees.  Residents are encouraged to 
report complaints about smells to the 
Environment Department at Eastleigh 
Borough Council on 02380 688000.  
The Guest Speaker was Mr. Guy Smales 
MBE, Honorary President of Eastleigh 
Neighbourhood Watch Association. 
Guy gave us a very interesting and 
thought provoking talk about Cybercrime, 
a threat to us all. This is any 
unauthorised access to classified data to 
steal confidential data which can be by 
phone or email. People attempting fraud 
can install viruses, trojans and spyware 
on our computers. We should be aware 
of any bogus messages or emails which 
could appear to come from our own 
Banks, the  Council or HMRC and can be 
very convincing.  
To protect our data, Guy recommended 

installing the latest software updates, 
use good anti-virus  and anti-spyware 
programs, use strong and different 
passwords, back up files to a 
detachable device or cloud, and use 
secure websites for online purchases. 
He said “keep your wits about you”. Be 
suspicious about unsolicited emails and 
calls and never click on links on those 
emails.  
Guy’s presentation can be found on the 
NMDCA web site. www.nmdca.org.uk 
 

NMDCA AGM REPORT AND PRESENTATION 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

This is a provisional calendar of possible events over the 
next few months.  
 

• We are planning to stage an ever popular Quiz night 
in October this year hosted as usual by Phil and 
Bernice Heller.  

• In November if numbers permit we are hoping to run 
a coach outing to the Bath Christmas Market. 

• There is potential for a skittles evening in January. If 
there is sufficient uptake we could consider 
organising a minibus. 

• Our Cheese and Wine evening went down well last 
year with a good turn out and favourable reviews. It 
was thought that February could be a good time to 
revisit this event.  

 

mailto:editor@nmdca.org.uk
http://www.nmdca.org.uk/
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By Charles Lewry 
Draper Tools are celebrating 
100 years in business this year. 
Quite a substantial part of those 
100 years have been in their 
current site in Chandler’s Ford. It 
was 1963 when Norman Draper 
purchased the freehold rights to 
the Chandler’s Ford land at 
auction to solve the issue of 
increased business and 
cramped conditions in the 
original Kingston Upon Thames 
site. Bert, Norman’s father, 
founded B.Draper and Sons Ltd 
in 1919 selling government 
surplus and tools in markets 
around West London. From the 
proceeds he bought the first 
warehouse in Kingston.  
Draper’s has always been a 
family business and is now run 
by John Draper, Bert’s 

grandson, who took over in 1992. John’s 
sons Tom and Joe are also now involved in 
running the company. The company premises 
have grown significantly, firstly with the 
expansion into the additional space on the 
other side of the Hursley Road and then, 
more recently, to the premises in North 
Badesley. The current premises in Chandler's 
Ford have been added to considerably since 
its purchase and has now reached a size of 
515,000 sq.ft. It is probably the largest stock 
of tools in one place in the UK. 
Prior to becoming home to Draper Tools, the 
Chandler’s Ford site was a Royal Navy 
victualling depot. It was also used as the 
central stores for the shadow factories 
producing spitfires during World War 2. 
These were small manufacturing units 
producing aircraft parts dotted all-round the 
Southampton area in an attempt to escape 
the German bombing raids.  
Draper Tools have had a long history of 
sponsorship including a relationship with 

Southampton FC from 1984 to 93 and the 
Eastleigh 10K road race. Currently they sponsor 
Caterham Cars, Santa Pod Raceway and a team 
in the British Touring Car Championship. As part 
of their 100 years celebrations they have teamed 
up with another 100 year old, the Care for 
Veterans charity. Draper Tools will be dedicating 

OVER HALF OF THE CENTENARY IN CHANDLER’S FORD 

2019 to raising funds for 
this charity which cares for 
disabled  ex-servicemen 
and women. A big 
celebration event took 
place this summer for 
current and former 
members of staff and their 
families and also some of 
the veterans and 
representatives of the 
charity.  
 
 
 
 
 

1963 Draper Tools Relocates to Chandler's Ford site 

Draper Tools Transport now and the 1950s 

VOTED BEST PUB IN 

HAMPSHIRE AWARD     

.  

By Charles Lewry 
Yet another feather in the cap for the 
Farmhouse. This time, becoming the 
Hampshire County winner in the National Pub 
and Bar Awards displacing The Kings Head in 
Hursley which had won best Hampshire pub for 
the previous three years. Rob and his team 
had high hopes that they might become the 
South East Regional Winner when two 
members of staff, Hana and Emma, attended 
the award ceremony at the BAFTA 195 building 
in Picadilly back in May.  
 
However, that was not to be, but they were 
proud to be included in a very strong field of 
pubs throught the region. The ultimate winner 
of the South East region was the White Horse 
in Chilgrove near to Goodwood. Farmhouse 
Manager Jennifer Solly said that the publicity, 
including an article in the Southern Evening 
Echo brought in many more new customers 
some of whom didn’t know the Hiltonbury 
Farmhouse existed.  
 
The Farmhouse is planning a busy summer with 
barbecues and live music to entice residents 
and visitors to enjoy the sunshine (if we get any) 
with entertainment, a drink and a meal. 

-o-o-o- 
 
 
 
 
 

By Nicki Slade 
Back in Spring 2018 my publishers, Crooked 
Cat Books and I, decided that The House at 
Ladywell (set in Romsey) looked a good fit 
for the Romantic Fiction category in the 
prestigious American CIBA awards. By last 
Christmas the book had escaped from the 
Slush Pile, jumped out of the Long List, into 
first the Short List and then the Semi-Finals. 
It was very exciting and I really didn't expect 
to get any further. 
Finalists and prize winners were to be 
announced at a Grand Banquet in 
Bellingham in Washington State on 27th 
April. We talked about it and my husband 
and I decided we’d like a trip to the Pacific 
North West coast of the USA so we flew into 
Seattle, rented a car and drove about ninety 
miles north to Bellingham, a small, pretty port 
just south of the US/Canadian border. It's a 
beautiful part of the world, with the Pacific on 

one side and mountains on 
the other, and full of 
delightfully friendly people, 
and we enjoyed exploring 
the area.  
There was a cocktail party 
followed by the Grand 
Banquet on the Saturday 
so we scrubbed up 
accordingly and tucked 
into our meal and I was 
gratified to hear that 
overall there had been 
many thousands of entries. 
So, there I was, happily 
diving into my rather nice 
dinner when the Finalists 
of the Chatelaine 
Romantic Fiction Award 
were announced, with me 
among them. Wow! Off I 
went to collect my posh 
blue rosette and some 
vouchers and returned to 

my table, covered in confusion and 
feeling stunned. I was even more 
shocked when I realised there was 
an expectant silence and everyone 
was looking at me – because my 
book had won the Grand Prize for 
Romantic Fiction. As my husband 
said later, 'It's not often Nicky is lost 
for words!' 
There’s now a shiny gold sticker on 
The House at Ladywell and here's 
a link to buy it (tell your friends!) 
mybook.to/TheHouseatLadywell 
  
 

LOCAL AUTHOR WINS 

INTERNATIONAL AWARD 


